CHARGE| 


| 


% f © , y - RE - " 
— _ m : 
2” RT ” - -» ? 
THE Pa 1 

WU 


s I S H ol Pl. 


WORCESTER s 


To the - 


 CEERKGY 


ork HIS 


D 1 -Q-.:& E S E,] 


IN HIS | 


P:imary Uiſita tion, 


BEGUN } 
AtrWorcesrTsR, Ss nf; HOPS rr ©: 


* -LON-D0 N, F 
Printed for Finry Mortlock, at the Phenix. in $. Pauls 


Church- Yard. M-DC XC LL 


y” 


(6), je 


preſſron on your Minas," than a mer often 


k © 4 8 ww 
—_— FS! ———_—— _ 
_ PR , 


k e & 
o 4 * - L " 

. { 

4 ir % . jd . % ©, £ 4 F 4 [| 
* o d 4 X , : q © » : F . q A 4 a 

® - 

f WO APs TP x es X 
, 1 ' : & 2? - & . % 
* _— ” & »% ” i a” # x % & #3. l * \Þ: 


\ Y- i 


., 1, a 
. ; I *} "8 % þ L2 % * + | ® 
- , : v4 { . 


My.BRETHREN, 


JN} Har I are; delivered among ou in 
V the feveral Places of. my Vifua- 
 Tion, and what I have ſmce thought 


fit in ſome particulars to add, _ I have. here put 


together, and. ſent 'it to you, that it, might. xe- 


" main with you, not only as an Inſtance 'of my 


Duty, but as a Monitor of your own, . And I 
may reaſonably hope, as well as defire,. that the 
frequent Reading and Confidering the T hings 1 


here recommend to Jou, will make a deeper Im- 


* Diſcour 


Diſcaaſe; for_T kyow__nothing will more 
effettnally preſerve the Honor and Intere 
of the Church of England, than a diligent 


and conſcientious Diſcharge of the Duties of 


o 


Our ſeveral Plc * In tals time of genergl 


Liberty, *okr A rfaries of all kinds, think 
themſelves let looſe upon us ; and therefore we 
have the more reafou $0 lhok to our ſelves, 
and to the Flock. committed to our 
HF Bm. bay th 
. © Yet, T do'not quteſtion, but through the (Gooll-. 
neſs of Cod, gs, the ſerious = TY 
Application of our Minds to the preat Buſir- 
neſs of our High and Holy Calling, that 
Church which we ſo juſtly value, will eſcape - 
fmking in the Quick-Sands, as it bath hi- 
therto, being daſhed againſt the Rocks. If we 
behave our ſelves with that Prudence and Zeal 
and' Greumſpettion which becomes us, I hope 
the Inclinations of the People will ne- 
ver be made uſe of as an eArgument againſt 
ws. For, although in a Corrupt Ape, that 
be one of the veakeſ Arguments in the World 
. (if it be true) . and only ſhews the Preva- 
lenry of Folly and: Faction : Yet there 
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e nt the idin Duties of Retiwion; nl going 


oh Lol '+he" We of "Hobweſs 
Peace: 


L\ fd L107, \d (\ CUT # _ 
-Þn "the follow 


> Df roſe, -Þ- Pave" vi 
| endeavoured 'to Afſert and Pindicate Yhe"Ww> 

| thority of Biſhops in the Chriſtian Church ; 
and in at few Wardn: aud: with as much 
(learneſs as I could, 1 oo oved thiir 
Hpoſtoical, Snſbitutman; 1... the ment 
ens ge, the Wo al -Ch Ars from 
the tex Fines, Will prevail with all un- 
byas'd Perſons above any modern violent In- 
clinations torthe contrary. © 

In the next place I have recommended to 
you ſuch things, which I am ſure are much 
_ for the  (hurches Service and Honour, as 
well as our own, and therefore, I bope ou 
will the more regard them. 

In the laſt place, T bave made it my De- 
fien to clear ſeveral Parts of - the Eecle- 
 ftaſtical Law, which - concerns Charch-Men, 
tripe ſhewed the Natures Force, and” 
Extent of it ; and how agreeable it is to 
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the Common, Tone, oof E add. Tn _—_” 
things, . my. aim was to do. ſomething. towards \ 
the Good of this: Church, - and. par —_— "a 


this Dioceſe... ne he the. lary, of . God, 
the Salvation of S and. 9 lh phe dg 4 
Peace , may be Promeed -herein,.." is "= 


hey. 4YQer: & vic bY hog: ry oY MICH 


% 
 —_—_—_—_——_—_—_— 


| : . ., " % « 


ow / broad did | £13 - EE! gill: To1 \ © -__ 
+ Your Aoi Brother, | 
Fans 33+ "Ws 
Ti | 3 Z 
"Und PETR ATILS 
wn \ , 3h d. ny ; 
; Our Common Lord, | 
: = , 2 RAE Q LT Q 


E'D. Wigors. 


— OE . 


HI Ss: bein thy res ation: f 
chought You ro en Flf 
with' the Ancient as well as' Modern 
by ' Praftice: of Epiſcopal- Vifitations, arid*as 

| near as [ oats co obſerve the Rules preſcribed 
therein, with reſpect to the Clergy, who-ate now 
Summoen'd to appear. And find there were Two 
go Parts in them, /a Charge and aw Euquiry.”: 

' TheCharge was vivenby the "Biſhop himſelf; and 
was -called Admonitio Epiſcopi, * 6#' Allocutio ; wherein! OY 
he cy them of their Dury, and exhorred them 7 Hp. 

yn it. & 


iry was made accordin $6 Real Arti 
cles drawn'out of the Canons, which were” baths 
che:ſame ; according to which the Juratores Sad (AS. Regino Colle. 
the Ancient Canonifts call them; -or Te es Synolales) p. 04 Tie, 
| wetbtGpgivecinitheir Aiſive/? apo Oid'; which was 2ncb< kr 
| therefoie called Phir attientum Sinlodale'; of the Biſhop's Gries 35 
Viſitation was acconnred an Epiſcopal Synod, © 

| The former of cheſcis my prele cn unneſe and 1 
hall takeleave tofpedk my mn ind freely to y &n't this 
| farft ' ram; oncertiit Webecat thikg 5 With I chink 
: molt Uſeful, and fit ro'be conſidere! and practiſed 

b y the Clogy of chis Dioceſe. HS | | 


rn al *[Rekid pen 


(.8)) | 
into this ſtation in his Church, 1 ſhall eſteem it the 
beſt Circumſtance of my prefent Condirion,if he 
pleaſe to make mean Inſtrument of dog good among 
you. To this End, I thought it —— mn the fot 
place, moſt humbly to implore his Divine Afſtance, - 
that] might both righsly. underſtand; andeonfeienti- 
ouſly perform that. great Dury which is incumbent 
upon:me; for withour his help, all our Thoughts are 
vain, .and ourbeſt Purpoſes will. be ineffectual-Bur' 
God is not wanting to thoſe who fincerely.endeavour 
to know, and to.dotheir Duty ; and therefore in the 

- next place, I ſer myſelf (as far as my Health and other 
Occaſions would permit) to conſider the Nature and 
Extent of my Dury ; witha Reſolution not to; be dil- 

.* couraged, alcho I mer with Difficulties in'the perfor- 
mance of ir. For {uch.is theScate and Condition of the 
World, Thar no man can deſign to do, good in. it. ; 
bur when chat craſles the paxticular Interefts and In- 
clinations of others, he muſt-expe& ro meet with as 

much Troubleas their unquier Paſſions can give him. 
, If we therefore conſulted nothing but our own 
Eaſe, the. only way, were to let People-follaw their 
 Humors ang. Inclinatiens, . and to be''as little-coh- 
cerned as might be, at what they either ſay or do. For 
if we go about to rowze afid awaken them,and much 
more to, reproye and' reform.. them, - we. ſhall ſoon 
find them uncaſie {and _ impatient ; for few-love, to 
hear of their Faults, and fewer to amend them, 
But it-is the peculiar Honopr of the Chriſtan Relige - 
FAIS A ror of Men, ſe apart,normerely as 
Er $9 Ok ores (1-99: 2 Benigiong live 
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E: (IF 
had) but as \PFeachers of Riphtronſne/s, toſer Good and 
Evil before: the People commitred'to their/Chatge"; 
to inform them of their Duties, to'reprove them'for 
their Miſcarriages ;. and that; not in order'to their 
Shame, but their Reformation :' Which\requires Hot 


only Zeal, but Diſcretion, and's great mixture of Coy- + - 


rage andPrudence,that we may neither fail in doing our 
Duty,nor in the beſt means of atraining the end of it. 
wh could reaſonably ſuppoſe, that all thoſe who 


are bound to tell others their Duties, would certainly 


do their own, there would be leſs 'need of any ſuch 
Office in the Church as that of Biſhops; who are to in- 
ſpect, and govern, and vilit, and refyrm thoſe who * 
are to watch over others. But ſince there maybe too 


great failings even in theſe;roo great neglect in ſome, 


and diſorder in others; too great proneneſs to Fa&tion 
and Schiſm,. and impatience of Contradiction from 
mere Equals; therefore'S. Ferom himſelf grants, Thar 
to avoid theſe miſchiets, there was a-neceſſity of a Su- | 
perior Order to Presbyters in the Church of God ; ad quem Hiern con- 
omnis Fccleſie Cura pertineret, & Schiſmatum ſeminatolle- tm. 
rentur ; as he ſpeaks, even where he ſeems moſt to le" 2 <« 
ſen the Authority of Biſhops: But whatever ſome ex- 
preſſions of his may be, (when the Biſhop of Jeruſalem 
and the Roman Deacons came into his head)his Reaſons 
are very-much for the Advantage of Epiſcopal 'Go- 
vernment.For can any Man ſay morein point of Rea- 
ſon for it, than that nothing but Faion and Diſorder fol- 
lowed the Government of Presbyters, and therefore the whole 
Chriſtian Church agreed in the neceſſity of a higher Order,and © : 
that the Peace and Safety of the Church depends upon it; that «pes 
- | 2 / 2 


' Hier.in Pſal. 
Ad Evagr .- 
'' Ad Marcell. 
' * Cyprian, 


Ep. 3. 66. 


(4) 
of isbe takenawsy, nothing bt Shifter au? Confufins will 
follow. '1-wiſh thoſe who magniheS! Jerom's Anthority 
inthis matter, would fubmit to his Reafon and Autho- 

ty both, as to the Neceflity and: Ufefulneſs of the 
Order of. Biſhops in the Church.nt > 5 114 

_ But beyond this, in'ſeyeral Places,” he makes the 
Biſhops to be Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, as well as the 
reft of the moſt Eminent Fathers of the Church have 


4 3 i. 44. done. If the Apoſtolical Ofce, as far as'it concerns 


44 
Ambroſ. ad 
Eph. 4.11. 


1 Cor. I2. 2 


PTheod. ad 


the Care and Government of . Churches, were not to 
continue after their Deceaſe, how came the beſt, the 
moſt learned, the neareſt tothe Apoftolical Times, to 


© 7m 1+ be ſo wonderfully deceived ? For if the Biſhops did 


tren, 1, 3+ C. 3» the Primitive Biſhops 


_ exprelly af 


not ſucceed by the 4poſiles' own Appointment, they 
muſt be Ittruders and U/urpers of the Apoſtolical Fun- 
Fon ; and can we imagine the Church of God would 
bave ſo uniuerſally conſented to it ? Beſides, the A- 
poſtles did not die all at once; but there were Succeſ- 
fors in ſeveral of the Apoſtolical Churches, while ſome 
of the Apoſtles were living ; can we again imagine, 
thoſe would not have vindicated the Right of Sei 


- own Order, and declared to the Church, Thar this Of- 


fice was peculiar to themſelves? The Change of 'the 
Name from 4poſtles to Biſhops, would not have been 
ſufficient Excuſe for them; for the Prefumprion had 
been as great in the Exerciſe -of the Power withour 
the Name. So that I can {ee no Medinm, bur that either 
did ſucceed the Apoſtles by 
thtir own Appointment and Approbation, (which Trenzrs 
ms, ui ab Apoſtolis ipfis. nftituti ſunt Epijeopi 
mn Eccleſus) or elſe thoſe who governed the Apoſtolical 
| 1 Churches 


| C3) 
Churches after themgdvewene Diotrephes himſelf; for 


he only-yrejeftedchoſe whom the 4poſHe:ſent;- but theſe | 


allymed to themſelves the Exerciſe of an Apoſtolical Au- 
thority over the Churches planted and letcled by them. 
But to let us fee how far the Apoftes were from 
thinking that this part of, their Offce was peculiar to 
themiſelves, we nd them in their own time, as they 
ſaw occaſion, to appoinr others toitake care of the 
Government of the Churches, within ſuch bounds as 
they thought fir. Thus Timathy was:appointed by 
St. Paul at Epheſus, to examine the Qualifications-'of 
ſuch as wete to be Ordained:; and not-to lay bands fad- 
denly on any ; to receive Accuſations, if there.were Caule, 
even againſt Elders , to proceed judicially before two or 
three Witneſſes:; and if there were Reaſon, to give them 
a publick\Rebuke. And that this ought nor to be thought 
a ſlight matter, he preſcatly adds, Þ charge thee before 
God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and the Eleft Angels, that 
thou obſerve theſe things, without prefetring-one befoe an- 
other, doing nothing by partiality.. Here 18- a very ſtrict 
and ſevere Charge tor the Impartial Exerciſe of Dif. 
cipline inthe Church upon-Offenders. And although 
in the Epiſtle to Titus, he be only'in-general required 
to ſet in order the things that are wanting, and to ordain 
Elders in every City, as. he, had appointed him ;- yet we are 
not -tO \uppole, that this: Pgwer :extended: nor to 2 
Juriſdiftion over them: when he. hadiordained them. 
For if any of thoſe whom he Ordained (as believing 
them qualified according)tothe Apoltles Rules Mould 
afterwards demacanh” themdelyds-oitherwiſe' 4 and: be 


felf willed;  froward; given #9'WWme| Brawlers)=Covetous, 


OT, 


3 John 9, 10.- 


I Tim, 32s 2s 


$ 2b: 


19. 


20s 


2T.- 


: 
Tits t. 54 


(6) 
or any way ſcandalous tothe' Church, canwe believe 
that Titus was not as well bound to corre them af- 
terwards, as toexamine them before ? And what was 
this Power of Ordination and Juriſdifion, but the very 
ſame which the Biſhops have exerciſed ever fince the 
Apoſtles Times 2 Bur they 'who go about to Unbiſhop 
Timothy and Titus ; way aswell Unſcripture the Epiſtles 
that were written to thern ;' and make them only 
ſome particular and occaſional Writings, as they make 
Timothy and Titus to have been only ſome particular 
and occaſional Officers. But the Chriſtian Church preſer- 
ving thele Epiſtles, as of conſtant and perpetual Uſe, 
did thereby ſuppoſe the ſame kind of Office to con- 


 tinue, for the ſake whereof thoſe excellent Epiſtles 


were-written : And we have no greater Aſſurance 
that theſe Epiſtles were written by St. Paul; than we 
have that there were Biſhops to ſucceed the Apoſtles 
ih the Care and Government of Churches. 

Having ſaid thus much to clear the Authority we 
act by, I now proceed to conſider the Rules by 


which we are to govern our ſelves. 


Every Biſhop of this Church, / in the Time of his 
Conſecration, makes a {olemn- Profeſſion, among 
other things, © That he will not only maintain and 
« ſer forward, as much as lies in him, quietneſs, love 
< and peace among all Men; but that he will correct 
* and puniſh ſuch as be unquier, :difobedient and 
** criminous within his Dioceſs, according to ſuch 
« Authority as he hath by-God's Word, and to him 
**' {hall be commurted by the Ordinance of this Realm. 
So thatwe have Two Rules toproceed by, viz; the 

Ds Word 


7; - = (2) 

Ward of God, and the Eeclefiaſtical Law of . this:\Realm, 
id F Bythe ed of God = that requires 2h us, 
Diligence, and Care, and Fairhfulneſs, and Imparti- 
alicy, remembring the Account we muſt give, that we may 
do it with Joy, and not with Grief. And we are normerely. 
required to correft; and puniſh, but to.warnand in+ 
ſtruct, and exhort the Perſons under our Care, todo! 
thoſe things which tend moſt ro, the Honour of our: 
Holy Religion, and the Church, whereof we . are 
Members. And for theſe Ends, there'are ſome.things. 
I ſhall more particularly recommend to, You, ... -, 
(1.) That you would often; conſider the. Solemn 
Charge that was given you,and the; Profeſſion you. made. 
' of yourReſolution to do your Duty at your Ordination, 


 Ifind by the Provincial Conſtitution: of this Church; pe wo wi 
that the By ſhops were to have their ſolemn Profeſſion read ry rank 


over to them twice in the year, to put them in mind of, 


rheir | Dury. | And int he Legat me Conſtitutions of. Otho, co*i. Anglic. 


(22 H. 3.) the ſame Conſtirution is renewed, not 
merely by a Legatine Power, but. by Conſent of the 


is declared, that 


# 


vol; 2. hf 132, 


f 292, 


Archbiſhops, and Bute of both Provinces .; wherein it- confit. Orboe.. 
Biſh 


Na to. viſit their Dioceſſes. at Cocit. augy 


fat times, Corr eting and AE or ming. what was amiſs, aud vol; 2. fe 227+ 


ſowing the Word of Life in the Lord's Field ; and-to, pur 
them the more m mind of 'it, they were twice jn the:year 
to have their ſolemn Proje ion read to them.; It leemas then, 
chat Profe ran contained thele'things in it.;. or. &le che 
reading that could not ſtir them up to dochefe things. 
What the Profeſſion was which Presþyters then madoat, 


"+367 , 


hair Ordinatiog, we have nor. fo fs an Acgour 


Fe me Goon arte 


(8) 
coſt. - _ 1y enjoined, that all Reffors'undPicars ſhould inftruFt the 
on by hw NeoplFemmnites to their Char -ge;"and Varmint Pabulo 
ef 3c, Verbi Dei; with the Food of God's Word ; and it is intro- 
vl 1-P.183- Jaced with that Expreſſion, that they might excite the Pa- 
rochial Clergy to be more diligent thwhat was moſt prope for 
thoſe times. And if they do it not, they are there called 
Lndw. v.1a- Canes miutti - and Lyndwood' beſtows many other hard 


34 Terms upon them, which I'ſhall nor mention ; © but 


he ſaith afterward, thoſe who do it not, are but like Idols, 
which bear the femilitude of a Man, ' but do not the Offees 
proper to Men. "Nay, he goes fo far asto ſay, That the 
Spiritual Food of God's Words as neceſſary to the Health o 
the Soul, as Corporal Food is to the Health of the Body. 
Which words are taken out of a Preface to a Canon' in 
the Decretals De Offcio Jud. Ordmarii, mter Cetera. Burt 
they ſerve very well to ſhew how much even. in the 
dark times of Popery,they were cheri convinced of the 
neceſſity-and oſefubeſ of Preaching. 'T hele Conſtitutions 
were ſlighted-fo much, that in 9 Edw. |. the Offices of 
+ Prov.catir. Preaching was ſunk fo low, that in a 4 Provincial Conſtitma 
Previge (2.2, tion at that time, great complaint is made of the Tono- 
—__ Mo rance and Stupidity of the Parochial Clergy, that they rather 
made the people worſe than better. 'Bur at that time the 
Preaching Friers had got that Work into their hands by 
particular Privileges,where it is well obſerved that they 
did not go to places which moſt needed their help;but to Cities 
and Cotporations, where they. found moſt Incourage- 
ment. Bur what Remedy was found by this Provin- 
ef Council > Truly, every Parochial Prieſt four. times 
a Year was bound to read an Explication of the Creed, "Ten 
Commandments,” the Twe-Precepts of Charity, the Seven 
5 | Works 


Zo... [0 : 
Works of Morey; the Seven deadly: Sins, the Seven printipdl - © 
Pertues,' and the Seven Sacraments. This wasrenewed.in Chil vel. | 
the Province'of ork, - (which: hath diſtin&t:Provincial 507. vY 
Conſtitutions) in the Time*of- Edw. 4. . And here was | 
all they were bound to by-theſe Conſtitutions; ,* 1 © 

But when Wichff and: his Followers had awakened 
the People ſo far, that there was no ſatisfying them 
without Preaching, then a new Provinciat Conſtitution was Concil, Angiies 
made under Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; and tr dh 
the former Conſtitution-was reſtrained to Parochial Priefls '* © 155 
who officiated as Curates ; but ſeveral others were Au- 
thoriſed to Preach; as (1.) The Mendicant Friars were 
ſaid to be authoriſed'Jure Communi ; or racher Privile- 


# 


gio'Speciali, . (but therefore Lyndwood ſaith, it is ſaid” ro tynde.f. 156, 

be Jure' Communi, becauſe that Privilege is recorded m 

the; Text of the Canon Law) Theſe were not only allow- 

ed to Preach in their own Churches, but in Plateis pub- 

licis, ſaith Tyndwood, out of the Canon Law-(wherein ©; Prlm. . | 

thoſe words were expreſſed), -and at any Hour, unleſs puns. © 

' it were the Time of Preaching in other Churches ; but 

other Orders, as Auguſtmians and Carmelites;had no luch - 

general Licence. "Thoſe Preaching Friars were a ſorc 

of Licenſed Preachers at that tre, who had no Cures 

. of Souls; bur they were then accounted -a kind of | 

Paſtors. For Jo. de Athon diſtinguiſherh Two ſorts of 7+. 4 4m, = 

Paſtors ; Thoſe who .had Eccleſiaſtical Offices, - and CE j- 

thoſe-who had none;; but were ſuch only Verboxp Ex- ' 

emplo; but they gave very great Diſturbance to- the 

Clergy, as"the Pope himſelf confeſſes in the-Canon c. Pu4er. ve 

Law. (2.): Legal Incumbents authoriſed- to Preach in”? m_—_— 
their own. Pariſhes Fare Scripta. © All Perſons who 

MPR Rs had 


Lk (10 )- 
had Cures of Souls, and1egal Titles were ſaid to'be 
miſſi 4 jure ad locum & Populum Cure ſue, ' and therefore 
mighr preach. to their own-People withonr a ſpecial Li- 
cence ; bur if any one Preachediin other Parts of the 
Diceſs, or: were. a Stranger in ir, then he was” to be 
examined by the Dioceſan; and if he. were ford tam 
Abribus quam Scientia idoneus, he might ſend him to 
Preach to one or more Pariſhes, as he chought meet ; 
and he was-to ſhew his Licence to the mcumbernit of the 
Place before he was to be permitted to'Preach, under 
the Epiſcopal Seal. And thus, as far asI canfind, the 
Macter ſtood as to Preaching, before the Reformation, 
Aﬀeer it, when the Ofhce of Ordmation was reviewed 
and brought nearer tothe Primitive Form ; and inſtead 
of delivering the Chalice and Patten, with theſe words, 
Accipe poteſtatem offerre Deo Sacrificium, &c. the Biſhop 
delivered the Bible with theſe words, Take thou Authority 
to Preach the- Word of God, and to miniſter*thes Holy Sa- 
craments in the Congregation, &c. The Prieſts Exhorta- 
tion was made agrecable thereto, wherein heexhorts 
the Perſons in the © Name of our Eord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© to conſider the weight and importance of the Office 
« and Charge they are called to; not barely ro inſtruct 
© thoſe who are already of Chriſt's Flock ; but to et- 
&« deavour the Salvation of thoſe who are in the midft 
« of this naughty World. And therefore he perſwades 
« 2nd chargesthem from a due regard to Chriſt, who 
< ſuffered for his Sheep, and to the Church of Chriſt, 
« which is ſo dear to him, to gmirno Labor, Care, or 
_ Diligence in inſtructing and reforming thoſe who are 
« commutted to their Charge. And the better to en- 
| — | « able 


| (ww): * | th 
«ble them. to perform theſe things, «there ard ſome 
« Daties eſpecially recommended rothern, vig;/Prayer 
« 2nd Srudy of the Holy Sctiprures,accotdinigte whith 
< chat they are to inftru@ others;and to ordercheir own 
« Lives, and of 'thoſe who belong ta them” And that 
« they might the berrer'atterid fo yeara Work, they 
< aretequired to forſake andſetahdefasmuch'as they 
© may) all worldly Cares and. Studies, and apply 
_ < themſelves wholly tothifone thing, thar they may 
« (2ve themſetves and them that hear 'them: Aﬀer 
which follows the ſolemn Profeſſion, wherein they ut 
dertake to do theſe things.” / - © af 9 
This is thac, my Brethren, which I earneſtly defire 
of you that you' would oftert conſider. | You are not 
ac liberty now, 'whether you will* do"thefe chings or 
not ; for you are nnder a moſt folemn Engagement - 
to-ir. You have put your hatids to the Phow, -and it 
is to0 late ro think of looking Back ; and youallkhow 
che Husbandman's Work is Iaborious and painfuland 
_ contirwally Rerurning, It is poſſible afterall his pains; 
the Harveſt may notanſwer his expectation ; bur” yet - 
if he neither plows nor fows,he cari expett noReturn'; . 
if he be idle and carelefs, and purs off rhe Thain! of his 
Work to others, can he reaſonably look for the fate 
Sncceſs ? Believe ir, all our Pains are Intle enough to 
awake the wepy and ſectre Sinners, to mftritt the is- 
NOrant, to-rec 


ain the virions; 'to rebuke the profane, 
to convince the erroncons, to fatisfie-the doubtful,” ro 
confirti the wavering, to recover the lapſed, and to 
be uſeful to all: according co their feverat Circumſtan- 
ces and Conditions. It 15 not to Preach x Sertmion'or 
—_— ; __ ene” 


(12) 
ewo in a Weeks time to your Pariſhoners,- that is the 
main of -your-Ducy ;' that is. no ſuch difficult Task, (if 

- Men apply their Minds as they ought 40-do to Divine 

al - Matters, and donot ſpend their Rexirements in uſcleſs 

| xm peſt eſe Studies ; but the great Difficulty lies in Watching over 


»% Paſtoris excu- 


*'\- oves comedit, 


ſatis, f ly» your Flock. e, knowing their: Condition, and apply 


4 4 7 ing your ſelves ſuitably'ro-them... He that is a Stran- 
cir, Extr-0© ger T0 his Flock, and only viſits. them now and then, 


REB- Juris Co 


Wn can never be ſaid to watchMer-it z he may watch over 


the Fleeceg. ; bur he underſtands little of | the State of 
his. Flock, viz. of the Diſtempers they are under, and 
the Remedies proper for them. | 
- Reginald. Yra- . The Caſuiſts, ſay, That the reaſon why there is no Com- 
=y a2, mand for Perſonal Reſudence m Scripture, is, becauſe the 
Nature of the Duty it ſelf requires it ; tor if a Perſon be 
requited rodo ſuch things which cannot be done with- 
our it, Reſidence is implyed. As a.Pilot co a Ship needs 
no Command to be in his Ship'; for how. can he do 
the Office of a Pilot out of it ? Let none think to-ex- 
cuſe themſelves by ſaying that our Church only takes them 
for Curates, and that the ex pod have the Paſtoral Charge ; 
wnfiir. pro- for, by our old Provincial Conſtitutions (which are Rill 
vine. de Cleri- ;n force ſo far as they are not repugnant tothe Law of 
< quem bots. the Land) even thoſe who have the imalleſt Cures are 
called Paſtors ; and Lyndwood there notes, that Parochia- 
lis Sacerdes dicitur Paſtor. ; and that not merely by way 
of Alluſion, bur in reſpect of the Care of Souls. Bur 
weneed not go ſo far back. For what is it they are ad- 
mitted to? Is it not ad Guram Animarum? . Did not 
they promiſe in their Ordination, To teach the "People 
committed to their Care and Chaxge ? + — 
| | The 


_ The Caſuiſts diſtinguiſh a.chreefold Cure of Souls,: - 
1. i foro mteriors tantum,” gnd this they fay is the. nl 
Parochiak Cure. 2. In. foro exteriori tantum, where. < 
there is Authority to perform Miniſterial Acts, as to 
ſuſpend, excommunicate, abſolve, (ine PaſtoraliGura:) 
and this. &rchdeacons have_by virtue of their Office. © 
3. In utroque__ ſimul ? where; there: is a fpecial Care,. 
rogether with Juriſdiction : this is the Biſhops, And 
every one of theſe, fay they, ſecundum commune Jus 


'Canonicum, 1s obliged ro.Relidence ; 4. e, by the common 


" Law Eccleſiaſtical; of which more afterwards. The © - 

Obligation 1s to. perpetual Relidence, but as it-is in 

other poſitive Duties, there may. other Duties inter- 

vene, | which may take- away the preſent force of it ;, 

as Care of Health, neceflary, Buſineſs, publick Service GO 

of the King, or Church, &c. . But then we 'are tof. 1 

obſerve, that. no Diſpenſation-can juſtifie a Man in | 

point of. Canſcience, unlels there be a ſuficzent Cauſes. 

and no Cuſtom can be ſufficient again the narural E- | 

quiry of the Caſe, whereby every one is bound from Reginald...ss. 

the Nature of the Office he hach undertaken, - 7 

_ I confeſs the Caſe in. Reaſon is different,, where © --- 

there is a ſufficient Proviſion by another _fic- Perſon, 

and approved by thoſe who are to take-Care that Pla- 

* ces be well ſupplied, and where there is nor ; bur yet, 

chis doth not take off the force of the Perſonal Obliga:' - 

tion, ariſing from undertaking the Cure themſelves, 

which the Eccleſiaſtical Law underſtands to be, not car. Retinum- 

merely. by Promiſe, but cum effeftu, as. the Cano- 57s rcp 

niſts ſpeak ; which implies perſona Reſidence, ;Nor -- - -* 

that they are never to.be away, ;, Non ſic amart intelliss "MF 
<1! fps ot qe app eld e” THEE, 


| . "Op 
Linds.. wm « debermt unquan inde recedat, Faith Lyndaood ; but theſe 
Refidems cam Words are to be underſtood civili mods; "as he expreſ+',; 
ſeit, i.e. notwithour great Reaſon. There muſt” 
2 ade DOT be, faich he, 'Callida Interpretatio ſed talis ut ceſſent * 
omS-#: fraudes & negligentie; i.e. There muſt be no Art uſed to. 
enſ's evadethe Law, nor any groſs Negle& of it: It's: 
| true, the Canoniſts have Aiſling iſhed-berween Refo- 
ris and V1 icarages, as to Perſonal FReſudence ; bur weare 
can. Echipan- tO confider thefe things. 1; The Canon Law ſtrictly 
bp & ow obliges every orie that hath a Parochial Cure to perpe- ' 
tual Reſidence ; and excepts only rwo Caſes, when the 
Living is annexed to a Prebend, or Dignicy ; and then 
hewho hath ir, is to have 4 portal 0 1car inſtituted, 
with a ſufficient Maintenance. 2. / Aﬀeer this Liberty” 
obrained for dignified Perſons to have Picars endowed 
intheir Places, the Point of Refidence was ſtrictly. in- 
joyned to them : and we find in the Provincial Con- 
De Preſunge. (Eitutions A Difference made between Perſonativs and. 
$552 PFVicaria ; butthis was ſtill meant of a Vicarage endow- 
ed. ' This was in the time of Stephen Langton, Arch 
biſhop of Canterbury ; and in another Conſtitution he 
| D* X-fdenr, TEquired'an Oath of Perſonal Reſidence from all ſach- 
ETY Vicars; altho' the Place were not above the value of five 
JR Marks; which, as appears by Lyndwood elſewhere, 
Poe bm. was then / ſufficient /* Gl Die and. Hoſpitality. 
zbm. f. 122 And to cover the ſhameful Diſpenſations thar were 
commionl granted ro the highe Clerpy, under Pre: 
EE cence of the Papal Power, the poor #icars by a Confti- 
| Orv 41 & tft. ention of Ortho, were bound to take ftrit Oath of con- 
| thkan f48. -Cinual Refudence ; ; and withour ittheir Inſticution was 
| declared tobe Null: Bur even in that Caſe the Gloſs + 


they | 


I 


(15) 


there (aich;- That they, may be ſome time. obſent for the BP 


nefit of the Church or State ; butt not for their-own' par- 


ticular Advantage. 3. The Obligation in point of 


Conſcienceremains the ſame, but Di/penſing with Laws 
may take away the Penalty of Non-Refidence in ſome 
Cafes, Joh. de Athon, Canon of Lincoln, who wrote the 
Gloſſes on the Legatme Conſtitutions, doth not deny, bur 
that Refors are as well bound to Reſidence a Vicars.; but 
theſe are moreſtrictly tied bytheir Oaths and becauſe 
a Vicar cannot appoint a Vicar,but a Parſon may. And 
altho that Name among ſome be uſed @g a Termof 


Reproach, yet in former Ages Per/onatus and Dignitas , 


wefe the fame thing ; and ſo uſed here in England in the 


ro take Careof it. For the Obligation mult in Reaſon 
- be ſuppoſed to go along with the Advantage ; how- 
ever Lotal Statutes may have taken off the Penalty. 
' II. When you have thus confidered the Obligarian 
which lies upon you, to take Care of your Flock, ler 
me in the next place recommend to you a plain, wle- 
ful, and practical Way of  Preachiig among them. 1 


mean, ſuch as is moſt likely to. do:good upen ther. 
(which certainly ought to be the juſt Meaſure. of 


Preaching,) I do not mean therefore a looſe and care- 
leſs way of Talking inthe Pulpit, which will, neither 
profit you, nor thoſe that-hear you. - He that once 
gets anill Habit of pn will-betemp- 
cd to continue it by the Eafinels.gt it to himſelf, 
;and the Plauſibleneſs of it wo- leſs judicious People. 


There: 


Can,” Naia non - 


Time of Henry I, but afterwards it came ro be appli+ aut aecterics 
ed cohimhat had the Poſſeſion of a Parochial Benefice 90 512 
in his own immediate Right; and was therefore bound '-« 5- | 


Joh.de Athon.. 
in Conflit, 0- 


thon.} 


* 


| 9: 5 al | | 
here isonthe other idea Cloſeneſs and Strength'of 

Reaſoning, which is too elaborate for common Un« 
derſtandings ; and there is an affected Fineneſs of Ex- 
preſſion, which by no means becomes the Pulpit : bat 
it ſeems to be like ſtroaking the Conſciences of! Peo- 
. ple by Feathers dipt' in Oil. And there is a way of- put- 
ting Scripture-Phraſes together without--the' Senſe of 
them, which thoſe arethe moſt apt ro admire, who 
underſtand them leaft-: But for thoſe who have not 
improved their Minds by Education; the plaineſt way 
is certainly Ge beſt and hardeſt; provided, it be not 
flat, and dry, and incoherent, or deſulcory, going from 
one thing to another, withour'parſuing. any particu- 
lar Point home to Practice, and applying it to the 
- Conſciences of the Hearers. And give re tMrve to tell 
you, That mere general Diſcourtes have commonly 
little Effect on the Peoples Minds; if any thing moves 
them, it is particular Application as to ſuch things which 
their Conſciences are concerned ir. - 
» And here I muſt recommend to you the purſuing 
the Deſign of His Majeſties Letter, which hath been 
ſome time fince communicated to you ; by it youare 
required to Preach at ſome Times on thole particular 
Vices which you obſerve to be moſt-prevalent in the 
Places you relate to, luch as Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, 
Swearing,  Profaning the Lord's Day, &c. If ever we 
hope to reform them, you muſt throughly convince 
them, that what they dois diſpleafing ro God. 

And there are two ſorts of men you are to deal with, 

1. Profane Scoffers ar Religion. Theſe ſeldom 
trouble you'; but if any Good be to be done 'upon 


them, 


| * * C19) 

PRRTEN I TUe et, Progfs,of che. Good 
tad Evil of, Monat. Actions. -.; For, 45.long as hex 
think them indifferent, they will never 

you lay, poypays rays ls Os ANT 
_ /-23 Stupid-and fenſlefs.,Pcople,; whoſe Minds are 
wholly ſunk into the; Aﬀairs'of the World, buying and 


elling, gar poneotgck  It:is-a; very hard to get. 
4 achoughth into own above bel Mann = _ 


EN q 

WRQ% 
them, that chey CI I Lara | 
which th ll eats Ck, Kee 
Repent,: they. may. y.. be. awakened this Way; 


if not, nothing bur immediate Grace can work u ohm 
- them; which. muſt work on the. We whatever 
@,ME iNtreAr, Fs olook Is 
nog 


comes of .the- Underſtanding, _ 
Hh; So + went wt 
Catec an t ou | | 
He Fl Reform. the World to was muſt 
 begia wich. che: Yourh z..and; train, , uP- DHGs 
inthe Ways of  Religion,.and,,Virt 
leſs oh of. prevailing,on t d have ac- 
ciſtomed themſelves to vicious Habits, Tom are.har- 
dened in their:Wickednehs. | It ſeems ſtrange to ſome, 
that conſidering the Thbrmels. c of Human, Life, Man- 
kind ſhould = ſo long before they. come. to. 
turity ; the beſt Account I know of it. is, that there is 
lo.much lan time; for, the, Care of ; their Education, 
of, Virtue: Religiqn into 
Gomny thereby ſoficy ch Pires $, £0, direct the 
Weakacls, 


7 I g; ) 
Weiknfs, to By chwhticticrions of Mankind." Iecs 
truly a" fd Coni deratiore that-Ghriftiair Paredes. are ſo 

_ linle ſenſible 6f their Duries,as t6the- Education of their 
Children ; when'thoſe who have had only .Natural 

1 Reaſort: x6 dire& chem; "have laid {6 much: Weight 

| Plato de Leg. pon MY Withoitt #t:- Plat- Haithg" that Maikind: ew 

i Sh Pelie. the moſt unruly of all Greatures. Ariſtotle, 'that as" by 

| 1-2 Natarethey are 7 eauable of of beinig' the beſt; ſo being neglefted, 

| they become/the worſt of Aiials; i. erwhen they ure brought 
wbithout Pirtice>"Educition ai#'Vayeae; faich Ge; id-@ great 

5 hogs Ya,” it 13 all mt all; ard without ry they will be much 

worſe than Beaſts: -The' miain' Care of the Education 

of CHIdrenfmuſtlie*npon#Pavents; | bur yer: Miniſters 
oupfit, tot only-to'pur' themnVith mind ab their 

brit to 4ffiſt them all they cat; and by/publick:Cate- 

chiling, frequently to inſtruct both' thoſe who thave 

not learned, and thoſe who-ate aſhanded'to learn any 
other" way.” Ad you: tu ue the-beſt-means!you 

cath 166 brag (chiery' ints ann Efteern of it ;” which' is by 
letting them'fce, that you do it, not merely” becauſe 
you 5A rapes to do ie; /bue becauſe it/is'a' thing fo 
uſeful z cial (ofthe and-to 'their- Children. 

There ts phe 'deal'of difference: between: Peoples 

being able 'to Sk over-a' Set of Phraſes, about Reli- 

gious Matters, and doit the true:Grounds of 

Religion ; which Ade \eafieſt learned; and underſtood, 

and reincitiberes: in the'ſhott Carecherical Way. Bux 

I ant truly forry to heat, that where-the Clergy: ar 

willing co: take pains this way, the! Peq le-are- ry 

liri e& ſend thei" Childten, * 2Fheywould''notibe un- 
willing tokeat'thert inſtructed, }aStat}y- as: wmighe _ 


” Nicom. L2.c.'1 * 
7.6 7- 


- atdin th##hean time 


"Eng) 


inthe way topet an BſZebub regal be ery thank: 
ful :t6-: wt who query peer kindneſs; 
and therefore: :46:4s -'reall cnempe-'10F- God 


and' Relig v; -and* an od nal eagle 
-_ 46-datkward'viws qu be iy 
fc)» rAndongerhinks coke ingho have an 
—_ for: che Reformatimi ſhould love ''and pittſas 
chac! which-came intol.requeſt>yir/dr, 2 Indeed the 
Chureh"6fRome He (elf "hath. Gverpmage-(s fenlibleof” 
the Neteflity cobity  thab>even;rher Council? bf Irene 0, 24.de Re" 
doth fiot py Dos k ads Gin ns form. c. 4. © 
5 tO proceet tlefiaſtical Cenſaives agai 
ſoaps neple&t- 1£1- -Bur-in" 44 MY EAI 
[-exti:find-bur <0ne" Iijanfiow about Caterhi/ans'# -angd 
chats when the'Prief | bees whey the Children were 
; Baptized or no#"}. « if they be born eight days 
and Whit funtidey"they'ur2 woo ro be'b d*tilÞy 
to rective- 
is this receiving Catethifh"by Children, rt wet 
cight*days'old 2* fe is-'vwelt Pxorciſm. is joyned wich: 
ig! and {owe are £0 underftand by by it he Keri 
ries ih- Baptiſitn?" 2nd Ly b$0d faithy'the Cattehifm is De Conſec 
not only 'requited for Biftibioncin Faith, -but- 'propter 26-4454 57 
ſpoifinn, -whiert the Kos urtlivers,' "Ne Files Ob: 
erwantia. T% > - 393 +44 WQOUY N3IGTES 
"ſrvts Hewes ch Candi Ia feeuReyit wh Porforis- 
1 before" Baptiſarp"Gucl f\nothing-of the 
Catechi bs Chih alive; "2nd ri0/Wender/Hince Tymd-Lnds. 1.11 
wood |: - the Wnity" re bout ſad in more char to __ $5 —_ aw | 
able aw $3988 De» jo 2RMCRARY: 
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your Pariſp,: 64 you ſhall 


- + haſten Confirmation. of Chile 


C29) Ss 
them,” This was. good. :Dorin, ; when the. Deſign 
wasto:keep People in: Ighotance.: For L is- 
an irreconcileable Enemy to. the Fundargental Poli 
of the Reman Church ;/ and ic was that which braughc. 
ini-the; Reformation, ſince. which, a juſt-Care _ 
Rill been required for the Inflqudtion of. 3,And- 
the fifry ninch Canon of;our Church is very ſtrict in ir, 
which I deſire you often to conſider wich Ne fel Ru- 
brick after the-Catechiſm, and to:a&t accordingly», | 
IV. PIER $4 xecommend co-you therdue 
Qupethulagig che Children of your Pariſhes to Con- 
hich \ would: be. of allen uſe in the 


Church; if the. ſeveral- Miniſters. would- taks, that 


Pains abouc it, which the ought” ro.do.; Remember 
that you. are required. t0..bring or ſend in Writing , -with 
your: Names ſubſcribed, the Names of all ſuch Perſons in 
- think. fit tobe nba to the Bi- 
þ ta be Confirmed. tit, ;and 
Pope them PR —_ epared for lo great, {0 ſolemn 
a.thing, as _— the Pros onſe and Vow x in Baptiſm, 
can you think your (elves free from any Guilt.in itz, In;; 
x4 Rome indeed, great Care, was taken £0 

Baprif _ your - 
imum citius poterint,: as.1t 1s u,QUI itution 
Provincial ; ——_ S modical, the Þ arochial Prieſts 
are charged t0:tell their Pariſhioners, that they. ought .to.get 
their Children Confirmed us ſopn.as they can. .. \In a Synod at, 

Worceſter, under Walter. de Cantilupo, in' the time. 9 

II. the Sacrament. of. Confirms Hig Re pl 


(21) 
wonder: thei that the 'Parochial Prieſts ſhould*be cal. 
led upon (6 eartieftly 16 brivg the Childreri'to \Confiria: 


tion; and' the Parents were to' be forbidden to'enter 
into the _ if 'the "cy os: + ck Har after 
che Birth - of -the'' Child, ib' they had” opporcimity. 
The Symd of: Exeteroallowed two Tears), and he a. 
if they were nor” Confirmed, the Parents were to Faſt 
every Friday, with' Bread 'mnd Water, till it were done. 
And'to the farmepurpoſe," the Symod of Wincheſter iv, ,... 
the time''of Edw; I1nthe--Conſtitations of Richard Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum, two Years were allowed , but that 
. Time was afterwards thought'too long ; and then they. 43. 
Prieſt-as well as 'the'Parems was to be ſuſpended from 
entrance'into che Church. © 'Bur' what Preparation" was 
required'? | None that I can'find: ” Burt! great Care'is 
taken abour the” Fillets to bind” their Fleads to receive the- 
Unftion,' and the "tukinig them off at the Font,” and burning 
them, Cleft they ſhould be nſed for Witchcraft','as Lyndwod | i 
informs us. * But 'we'have no ſuch Cuftoms'nor any 
of the Reformed - Churches; We depend” not upon” 
che Opus operatum, bur ſuppoſe a due and ſerious Prepa+- 
ratio of Mind ieceflary, and a ſolemn Performance of 
it. F hope; 'by God's Affiftance, to be able;"in crime; 
co bring the Performance of this Office into- a 
Method ; in the mean time, - I ſhall nor fail doing my 
we fr you 4'care you do nor' fail in yours: 
'V. As to! the Pablick Offtes 'of the'Churchy Þ do: 
not only recommend to you a-due Care of the Dili-' 
gent but of the Devout Performance of them. > I have 
often wondered'how a ' fixed and'ftated Linugy for: 
general Uſ6;>ſhould Becortie'a rater of Senglvand) 
21d _ Diſpute . 


- 
o 


C22 ) | 
Diſpute! among any in. a- Chriſtian ;Qhurch;;; unleſs 
there be ſemen ing. in - Chriſtianity; which|makes! ic 
unlawful co pray together for things which: we all un- 
derſtand beforchand'to-be the Subject of-our - Prayers, 
i our IS andiDutics ny rhe-lame k 
if .we have the fame Bleſſings co:-pray! and to; Thank 
God for .in our ſolemn Devotions; »why (hould any 
think it unlawful or unfitting to:ule:the ſame; Exprel- 
fjons? Is. God pleaſed with the Ghange: of ow Words 
and Phraſes > -Can.we imagine#hq Holy Spiricris gi: 
ven to diate new Exprefſions'in Prayers? 'Fhen they 
muft pray by immediate Inſpiration- (which i think 
they. will. nor Ie wwe gt and: 
Incengraities;of ſuch Prayers b5e;mputed tQ:the, Holy, 
Ghoſt): -bur-if-nor, - erakey are; left to' their own. 
Conceptions, - and.the- Spirits Afliltance;is only:jo the- 
Exciting, the Aﬀections and.,Motiggs of- the, Squl'to+ 

wards. the things. prayed for\;-\and ut.chis be. allowed;; 
it is impoſlible to give a Reaſon 'why the/Spixic of Gag; 
may not as well excite thoſe inward Delares, 'when the. 
Words.are the ſame as when they are different... And; 
we are. certain, that from, che-Apoſtles: times:dawn-- 
waxds, no. one Church or Society of Chriſtians can be. 
produced, who held ir unlawtul co pray by a ſer. Form. : 
On. the, other ſide,, we have very-carly Proofs ok ſomes 
common Forms of Prayer,- which were. generally uſed. 
in'che Cheiftian, Gluzchesy, (and,Werg che, Foundations 

of. choſe Ancient  Liturgies,, , which, by, degrees,” were 

much | enjarged. And the 4nterpolations;of latter. 
rimes,. foi. 00; g30feaveriuew the, Antiquirymot they 
Graund:work ofchem, than tbe large, Adgirjgns: 19.4: 
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Building;'1do prove chere was no Houſe: before.;'- Te 
is an cafie matter to ſay thar/fuch Liturgies could nor 
bei S:'Jamer's-or S.\Mark's, becauſe of ſuch Errors and 
Miſtakes, :and:Interpolations of chings and' Phraſes -of 
latrer-timesz but 'whar'then'2/Þs-this an' Argument 3 
there were /no- ancient Liturgies in the Churches of 
Jeruſalem or Alexandria; when+fo long ſince, as in _ 
Origen's time wehind an(entire Collect produced by him j;,* 75/14 
out: of che Mexandrian- Eitargy 3--And"the like may «4. Heer: 
be: ſhewed/as/ to"other: Churches; 'which by degrees 

came /to/ have «their Lirurgies: much inlarged by. the 
Devourt Prayers of ſome extraordinary Men, ſuch as 

S. Baſil and'S. Chryfoſtom'in- the Eaſtern Churches. 

Bur:my deſign is ciot'to' vindicate -our uſe of an'ex- 
cellent Licurgy, but to put you upon the uſing it in ſuch 
manner, . as may-molt recommend it to the People. I 
mean wich: that” Gravity;-Seriouſneſs//Attention, and 
Devotion, which becomes ſo ſolemn a Duty as Prayer 
ro. God is. It will give r00 juſt a Cauſe of Prejudice to 
our Prayers, if the People obſerve you to' be careleſs 
and negligent aboutithem;/ or to run them over with 
ſo great;hafte, as if you minded: nothing ſo much as 
ro get tothe end: of them, If you mind chemo lictle 
your ſelves, they will think themſelves excuſed, if they 
mind them lefs. 4 could heartily: wiſh, that in greater 
places, eſpecially in fuch T'owns where: there are Peo- 
ple more ar-liberty, the conftant Morning and Even. 
ing Prayers were duly and deyourtly read; as it is al- 
ready doneiwich good Succeſs in London, and'fome- 


other Cities. By:this means Religion will gain ground, 
when: the publick Offices are daily performed z: and the 


People 
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People will be more acquainted- with Scripture, in 
hearing the Leſſons, and have a berter eſteem. of the 
Prayers, when they become their daily Service, which 
they offer up to. God, as. their Morning, and Evenin 
Sacrifice; and the defign-of our Church will be 
anſwered, which appoints the Order for Morning and 
| Evening Prayer daily to be ſaid; and uſed throughout the Tear. 
VI. As co. the Diſſenters from, the Church ;. the 
preſent Circumſtances of our Aﬀairs require a! more 
than ordinary [Prudence in your-. Behaviour towards 
them. It is to no purpoſe to- provoke or exaſperate 
them, ſince they will be but ſo. much more your E- 
mies for it ; and if you'ſeemc0:court them too much, 
they will interpret your Kindneſs to be a liking their 
ay better than your own ; ſo that were it not for 
ſome worldly Intereſt, you would be juſt whac they 
are; which is in effect to ſay, you. would: be- Men of 
Conſcicnce, if ye had alittle more Honeſty, For:th 
can never think thoſe honeſt Men, who comply with 
things agaiaſt their Conſciences, only for their tempo- 
ral Advantage ; but they may like them-as Men: ofa 
Party, who under ſome ſpecious Colours promote 
their Intereſt. For my own. part, as I do ſincerely valye 
and eſteem the Church of England ( and I hope ever 
ſhall), ſo I am not againſt ſuch a due temper towards 
them, as is conliſteat with the preſerving the:Conſti- 
cution of our-Church. Bur it any think, under a Pre- 
rence of Liberty, to undermine and deſtroy ir, we have 
reaſon to take the beſt care-we can; in order touts Pre- 
ſervation. 1 do;not mean by; oppoſing Laws, or.af- 
fronting Authority, but by countermining them pow 
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REY i.e; by ontdoing them inthole chin os which 


—_ them * Popular, if they da liene with 
ty and agood Conſcience, If they gain upon 
ro he People by &-46 rance-of more than ordinary 


Zeal for the' good Souls; ; would have you to 
beyond fork, "Py in a/ truc-and hearty Concernment 
chem; nor in irregular Heats and Paſſions, bur in = 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom; in a calm and ſedate Tem 
in doing good even to them. who moſt deſpight 
reproach you, and withdraw themſelves and the Peo- 
ple from you. If they ger ar» Intereſt among them. by 
Induſtry, and going from Place to Place, and Family 
to Family ; hope you will think it your Dury to:con- 
verſe more freely and familiarly with your own People. _ 
Be not Strangers, and you will make them Friends. 
Let them ſee by your partitular Application to them, 
that you do-not-deſpiſechem. For Men love to: value 
thoſe who ſcem ito value them ; and if you 'once 
flight chem, you run the hazard of making them 
your Enemies. Ir is ſome Tryal of a Chriſtians Pa- 
- frence as well as Humility, ro condeſcend toithe'Weak- 
neſſes of others; bur where it is onr Duty, we muſt 
do it, and that chearfully, in order to the beſt End,” 
vVit, Doing the more good upon them. . And all Con- 
deſcenſion. and Kindneſs for ſuch an End, is true W4/- 
dom, as well as Humility; 1 am afraid Diſtance and 
coo. great Stiffneſs of Behaviour towards them, have 
made. ſome more our Enemies than they would have | 
been... 1 hope they arenow' convinced, rhar-the Per- 
ſecution which they complained lately ſo much of, 
was:carried on by other Men, and for other Deſigns 
E . than 
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| thanthey would then ſeem to:believe:/ | But char Perle. 


cution was then'2'Popular Argumetit forrthem; © for, 
the complaining {ide bath always rhe moſt Piry.” Bur 
now that is taken off, .-you:may deal» with/'them on 
more equal- Terms: Now theres nothing” to 'af- 
fright them, and' we: think: we: have Reaſon enough 
on our ſide to perſuade them\.  - 'The Cale of Separa- 
tion ſtands juſt as ir: did in :Point 'of \\Conſcience, . 
which .is not now one jot: more! reaſonable” or juſt 
than ic was before. |: Some think. Severity 'makes Men 
conſider ; but I am afraid irc heats them roo much; 
and makes them too violent and. refraftory, 'You 
have-more reaſon to' fear now;- what 'the Intereſt of 
a Party will do, than any+Strength' of Argument. 


How very few among then underſtand any reaſon 


at all for their Separation !' Bur Education, Prejudice, 
Authority of their Teachers {way them; remove theſe 
and you convince them. And inorder thereto, | ac- 
quaint your ſelves with them, endeavour to oblige 
them, let them ſee you have no other Deſign upon 
them; but to do them good; if. any thing will gain 
upon -them, this will. 119"; e180 

But if after all, they grow more headſtrong and 
inſolent by the Indulgence which the Law gives chem; 
then. obſerve, + whether !they -oblerve thole 'Conditi- 
ons on: which -the-Law gives. it to them. / For theſe 
are 'known Rules in Law, that: be forfeits bis Privi- 


# a = . ; Ee we 
F ps <5 63 lege. who goes beyond: the Bounds of tt ; that no Privileges 


+ ens f. 161.. gre to: be; extended beyond the Bounds, which the Laws give 


Extr. de Priv, 


c Poro im them; for they ought to. be obſerved as they” are" given. 


1 leave it'to be conſidered, - whether all. fuck» who 
| Bs do 
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do not-oblerye. the A Rob of the. Indulgence be 
not. as liable to the Law as if they. APE! fin 
"But there, is a very profane ; abuſe of "this Libetry 
among ſome, as though it were an Indulgence, not 
to ſerve God at all. Such, as. 4 hee AS they were nevey 
intended by the Law, forthe ought. to enjoy "16 "Be- 
nefit by it; + this. were t pls Countenatice Profane- 
neſs and Irrelig hh which I am afraid will row too 
much upon is, unleſs ſome we, TE o _ 
ro. Ly Trl 
Mt I muſt play ring to. "your I os 


and that is, © eg the, Sick... /1 do not mean bare- 


ticular EEE of poor! wil to che Sn and IO: 
Oy of 


" gre 75 
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& : For, ater the | went Exhortation Ws Pro- 
14 of the Chriſtian SFaich, our oxy: re ires, | 
this/the ſick Perſon be moved to make eca al Confe a of. 
his Sins, ' if he feel his Conſcience tygub d with any weigh- 
ty matter; , and then 'if-the ſick erſon humbly bf bear- 
tily defires it, he is to be abſolved 7 this manner, Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - "who hath left Power -.in bis Church tq 
abſotve Tg ACRE "who truly. re Ts Cr and | believe png &. 
Where SON] Al [ohrion © is. | grounded, upon 
the 'Suppaſiti on "of trie'E h 4a Panees, #9 
on Ne LOR ar HB: 

ofIt or thee [ro 
"E*'2 
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ic muſt proceed on the ſame pporged, For the 
0 


Church cannot abſolve when God doth not. So thar all 
the real Comfort of the Abſolution depends upon the 
Satisfaction of the Perſon's Mind, as to the Sincerity of 
his Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, ' Now here lies the 
oreat Difficulty of chis Office; how to give your ſelves 
and the wounded Conlcience Satisfaction, as to the 
Sincerity of thoſe Acts; I do not rmean as to the Since-. 
rity of his preſent Thoughrs, bur as to the Acceptable- 
nels of his Faith and Repentance with God in order 
to Remiſſion of Sins. But what if you find the Per- 
ſons {o ignorant, -as not to underſtand what Faith and 
Repentance mean ? What if they have led ſuch care- 
leſs and ſecure Lives in this World, as hardly ever 
to have had one ſerious Thought of another ? Is no- 
thing .to be done but to come and pray by them, 
and lo diſmiſs them into their Eten State? Is this 
all che good you can, or are bound to do' them? 'I 
confeſs, it is a very uncomfortable thing to tell Mea 
how they are to begin to live, when they are liker to 
dye than'to live (and the People generally have a 
ſtrange ſuperſtitious Fear of ſeriding tor the Miniſter, 
while there is any hoþe of Recovery). Burt atlaſt you 
are ſent for ; and what a-melancholy Work are you 
then to go about ? You are, it-may be, to make a 
| Man ſenlible of; his Sins,” who never before confider- 

ed what they were, or againft whom they were com- 
mitted, or whar.eccrnal Miſery he, deſerves by com- 
micting them. ' Bur, I will ſuppoſe the beſt T can in 
chis Caſe, wit: Thar by your warm and ſerious Diſ 
courſe,” you chroughly. awaken'the 'Conlcience* of a 
2 DE | yy long 


| _ LS.” I 
long and habirual Sinner ; what are you then to do 
5 -Will you preſently apply all the Promiſes of Grace 
and Salvation to one whoſe'Conſcience is awakened 
only with the Fears of Death, and the Terrors of 
a Day of [Judgment 2 This, I confeſs, is a hard Caſe; _ 
on the one fide, we mult" not diſcourage good Be- 
ginnings in any;. we mult not caft-an awakened Sin- 
ner into Deſpair ; we guſt not limit the infinice Mer- 
cy of God: Bur on'the other ſide, we muſt have 2 
t care of encouraging preſumptuous Sinners to-+ 
put off their Repentance to' the laſt, * becauſe then 
upon Confeflion of their Sins, they can ſo eaſily obtains. 
| the Churches Abſolution, ' which goes no- farther, 
than truly Repenting and Believing. © But- here is -che- 
fhculty, how we can fatisfie our ſelves that theſe-- . 
do truly Repent and Believe ; who are out of a Capacity. 
of giving Proof of their Sincerity by Amendment of - 
Life? I do not queſtion the Sincerity of their-preſent. 
purpoſes ; but how often do we find thoſe to come--. 
to nothing, when they recover and fall into. the for- 
mer Temptations ? -. How then ſhall they know their 
own Singerity till it be tryed 2 How can wir © 
when they are going out of the State of Tryal > The 
moſt we can do, is to encourage-them to do the beſt - 
they can in their preſent Condition, and to ſhew- as-. 
| many of the Fruits of true Repentance as their Circum- 
ſtances will allow; and with the greateſt humility "of. 
Ming, and moſt carneſt Supplications to implore the 
infinite Mercy of God to their Souls. But beſides - 
theſe, there are many Caſes of ſick Perſons, which re-- 
quire. very. particular Advice and Spiritual CO 
ts | vwhich + 
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which you ought to be able to give them,  and'it cannot 
be done without ſome good Meaſure of 'Skill and Ex; 
perience in Caſuiſtical Divinicy. As, How to ſatisfic a 
doubting Conſcience, as to its own Sincerity, when ſo 
many Infirmities are mixed with our belt Actions? 
How a Sinner who. hath relapſed after Repentance can 
be ſatisfied of the Truth of -his Repentance, when he 
doth not know, - but he may, farther relapſe upon 
freſh Temptations ?': How, he ſhall know, what 
Failings are conſiſtent; with the State, of Grace, . and 
the Hopes of Heaven, and what not? : What Meaſure 
of Convittion: and Power of Reſiſtance .is nece(- 
ſary to make - Sins to be Wilful.. and Preſumptuous ?. 
What the juſt Meaſures 'of, Reſticution. are,.1n, order 
- to true Repentance, in all. ſuch Injuries which are:ca= . 
pableof it? I might name many others, but theſe I on- 
Iy mention toſhew how neceſlary it is for you.to apply 
your ſelves to 'Moral-and Caſuiſtical;Divinity, and not to: 
content your ſel ves barely 'with' the. knowledg of what. 
is called Poſitive and Controverſial, 1 am atraid there 
are too many who think-they need to look after 
. no-more than what qualifies them | for . the. Pulpit ; 
(and I wiſh all did take ſufhcient. Care of that). bur. 
if we would do our Duty as we ought, we muſt in- 
quire into, and be able to Reſolye Caſes ,of Conſci- 
ence, For the Prieſts Lips ſhould keep this kind of Know- 
ledge ; and the People ſhould ſeek the Law | at his mouth , 
for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of- Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7. If 
this held in the Levirtical Prieſthood, much more cer- 
cainly under the Goſpel, where the Rates and Meaſures 
of our Duries are. not. to be. determined. by Levitical. 

: Precepts, 
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Precepts, but by -the-general Reaſon, and Nature of <- 
Moral Actions. 
VIIE. Among che Duties of Publick Worſhip, TI muſt - 
put. you in mind of a a4 Celebration. of. the Lord 5 
Supper. There -is generally too! great a. Neglect of 
this, which is the moſt- proper part of Evangelical 
Worſhip. The Duties of Prayers and Praiſes, are ex- 
cellent and becoming, Duties, . as we are Creatures with 
reſpect to our Maker and -Preſerver. ; The Duty of 
hearing the Word of God read and frponnrgy is con- 
ſequent upon our owning. it . to. be the Rule of our. 
Faich and Manners; . and all who deſire to underftand. 
and praQtile- their. Duty, can never deſpiſe: or neglect. 
it. - But that ſolemn ACt of Worſhip wherein we do 
moſt ſhew our ſelves Chriſtians, is the celebra- 
ting the Holy Euchariſt. For, therein we own 
and declare the infyute Love of God in ſending his Son-. 
into 'the world to die for Sinners, in order to their Salva- 
tion; and that this is not only a true Saying, but worthy of all. 
men to be credited. "Therein, we lift up. our Hearts, and 
give Thanks to our Lord. God ; we . joyn. with Angels and. 
Archangels in lauding and magnifying his Glorious Name. 
Therein, we. not only commemorate. the Death and. 
Sufferings of our Lord, but are made Partakers of his- 
Body and Blood, after a Real, but Sacramencal Man-. 
ner. - Therein we offer up. our ſelves to God,, ta. be a. 
Reaſonable, Holy and Lively Sacrifice unto bim. There-. 
io we Adore and Glorifie the ever Bleſſed. Trinity ; 
and humbly implore the Grace and Afliſtance of our. 
ever Bleſſed Mediator, | And. what, ngw. is there in all 
this, which; is nor very agreeable to the Sa. }HPPS.- 
and. 
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and Charity of Chriſtians? Nay, what Duty is 
there, which ſo much exprefles all theſe togerher, as 
this doth 2 Nor, whereby we may more reaſonably 
expect greater Supplics of Divine Grace to be beſtow- 
ed upon us? What then makes ſo many to be ſo back- ' 
ooo in this Duty, which profeſs a Zeal and For-. 
wardneſs in many others ? If we had that Warmth and 
Fervor of Devotion, that Love to Chrift, and to each 
other, which the Primitive Chriſtians had, we ſhould. 
make it as conſtant a part of our Publick Worſhip, as. 
they did ; but this is not to be expected. Neither did 
it always continue in the Primitive Church, when Li- 
berty, and Eaſe, and Worldly Temptations made 
. Perſons grow more remiſs and careleſs in the ſolemn 
q Duties of their Religion. | 
1 S. Chryſoſtom takes notice in his time of the different 
{ Hebr.a:m. Behaviour of Perſons, with reſpe& to the holy Eucha- 
Ws] "% iſt. There were ſome who pretended to greater Ho- 
l! lines and Auſterity of Life than others, who with- 
drew from.the common Converſation of Mankind, 
and fo by dggrees from joining in the Acts of Publick 
Worſhip with them.” © Which did unſpeakable Miſchief 
0 Chriftianſty - for then the Perfe&ion of the Chriſti- 
an Life, was not ſuppoſed to confift in the ative part 
of it, bur m Retirement and Contemplation. As 
tho our highelt imication of Chriſt lay in following him 
into the Wilderneſs to be tempted of the Devil ; and not m 
walking as he walked, who frequented the Synagognes, 
and went about doing good.” the 
Bur this way of Retirement happening tobe admi- 
red by fome great Men, the Publick Worſhip came to 
| : be 
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be in- leſs. eſteem ;, oaks Reaſons. of -a dif: 
ferent Nacure weichdrew themſelves from ſuch Acts af 
Deyotian as required a ftricter Attendance, and a more 

repared Temper of Mind.. And there were ſome who 
;d abſtain; becauſe (they: -were not ſo well ſatisfied 
with | themſelves as.to their, own. Preparations; and - 
fuch. as theſe S. Chry/oftom ſeems to favor, rather than 
fuch who.came often without due care, as to the whole 
- Courſe of their Lives'; only out of cuſtom, or out of 
regard to the Orders of the Church. | F TR hence ma- 
- ny thought it better to forbear, as long as they did it nor 
oye of Contempt. And ſo Tg wry People 
were content:to look jon-it as by deg the Pol 
prong by others, rather than agan Ofhce, where- 
were to bear 2 part themſelves; ar leaſt, they 
= Once: Or = _ _ forthem. And 
” this,: as appears; by our old Provincial Conſtitations Concl. Ang 
mdz Fara by {evere Canons. 511.166 20 
hovil the' Ralopaatior began, this Diſuſe of this 
holy Sacrament, . was looked on, by the chick Refor. 
mers, 25 2: Abyſe and :Co into the 
Church, & or wgho by all pes HET be Reformed, 
and the frequent Sciatica of it ſer up 3n the Re-+ Cavin. Iyp. 
formed Churches. .. But unreaſonable Scruples in forme, 7,*11;,%% 
and:Miſapprehenſions: in others, and @- general Cold: ,-7.'+ © 1? 
nels and-Indifference, 'abito manersof Religion, have ry C Cor. 
hicherto hindered = Reviving chis Primicive Pare of Bucer in - 
Devation I : pe 186. __ 

F.do not go abvur to'derenriine the Frequ -in 
your Pariſhes, which che'Scriprure doth nor'ss the 
Chriſtian Clinch, bar pn. it to be often done; 
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but I miay require you to take Care, that Chriſt's In- 
Rirution be obſerved among you ; and that with your 
utmoſt Care, both as to the Decency and Purity 
of it. 

The laſt thing I recommend to you all, is, 'To have 
a great Care Fl your Converſations, I do not ſpeak 
ic out of a diſtruſt of you; I hope you do it already : 
and your Caſe will be ſo much worſe, it you do it 
not, becaufe you very well know how much 'you 
ought to doit. For ho Honor of God and Religion, 
and the Succeſs of your Miniſtry, as well as your own 
Salvation, roads very much upon it. Lead your 
Flock by your Example, as welt as by your Do&trine, 
and then you may much bercer hope that they will fol- 
low you ; for the People are naturally Spies _ their 
Miniſters, and if they obſerve them to. mind nothing 
but the World. all the Week, - they will not believe / 
them in earneſt, when on the Lord's Days they per- 
ſuade them againſt ir. And it takes off the Weight of 
all Reproof of other Mens Faults, if thoſe they reprove 
have reaſon to believe them guilty of the ſame. I do not 
think ir enough for a Preacher of Righteouſneſs merely 
to avoid open and ſcandalous Sins, ' but he ought to be 
a great Example to others in the moſt excellent Vir- 
rues which adorn our Profeſſion, not: only in Tempe- 
rance and Chaſtity, in Juſtice and ordinary Charity, bat in 

a readineſs to do good to all, in forgiving Injuries, in 
loving Enemies, in evenneſs of Temper, in Humili 
and Mecknels, and Patience, and Submiſſion to God's 
Wl, and in frequent Retirements from the World, 
not merely for Study, but for Deyotion.. If by theſe _ 
: ED uch. 
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| ſuch things you ſhine as Lights among your People 

they will roi raateR — follow Wo Condit, 
and in probability you will.not only ſtop their Mouths, 
but gain their Hearts. . For among all the Ways of 
advancing: the -Credit and Intereſt of the Church of 
"England, one of the moſt ſucceſsful will be the diligent 
Labors, 'and the exemplary Lives of the Clergy in ir. 

But if Men will not regard. their own, - or the 
Churches Intereſt in this matter ;- if they will break - 
their Rules in ſuch a manner, as to diſhonor God, and + 
the Church, and themſelves by it;- then you are to 
conſider the next thing I was to ſpeak to, which is, 

IL What Authority 1s given to us for the puniſhing 
Offenders in our Dioceſſes by the Eccleſiaſtical Law of this 
Realm. Wor this we are to .confider, that our Autho- 
rity herein is not derived from any modern Canons or 
Conſtitutions of this Church (alctho due Regard oughc 
to beſhewed to them) but from the ancient Common 
Law: fcclefiaſtical in this Realm, which till' continues 
in force. For as there is a Common Law with reſpect to 
Gwil Rights, which depends not on the Feudal Conſts- 
tutions, - altho in many things it, be the ſame with 
* them ; burupon ancient Praftice, and general Conſent of 
the People from Age to Age. So, I ſay, there is a 
Common Law Eccleſiaſtical, which altho in many things 
it- may be the fame with the Canon Law, which is 
read in the Books; . yet it-hath nor its force from any 
Papal or Legatine Conſtitutions, bur from the Acceptance 
and Prafiice of it'in ous Church../, I could cafily ſhew 
(if-che time would -permit) - thac Papal and Legatine 
Conſtitutions "were; not received here, altho direRed hi- 

FOR F 2 thers * 
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cher; that ſomie Provincial Conſtientions never obtained: 
the Force of Fecleſraſtical Laws. bur- my biiſinels is:to 


- ſhtw what did obtain and' conrinne fill: to have: the 


force of ſuch Fecleſiaſtical Laws among us. 

By. the Statute of 'z5. M8; c. 19.16 15 dedared, 
* Thar fuch:Canons;' Conſtitinions,: 1Ordinances and 
« Synodals Provincial being already miade, - which be 
*c not: contfariant nor repugnam. to the:Laws, Statutes 
* and Cuſtoms of this Realm, inor to the Damage'or 
© Hurt of "the King's 'Prerogarive Royal, -ſhall now 
& ſtill be” uſed = Ee, as they: were:afbre the 
© making of this Act, &c. It's truc,-a Review | Was 

appointed, but ſuch Difficulties were foundin it, as to 
the ſhaking the Foundations of\ the: Eccleſiaſtical Law 
here, that nothing was ever legally eſtabliied-rin"it; 
and therefore this Law is ſtill in force. ': -: -: 

In the Statute 25. H.8$.c. 21. itisfaid, «That this 
«Realm Recognifing no Superior under. God'bur the 
«King, hath been; and is free from” Syubje&ion':co 
« any Mans Laws, but” only to ſuch as have” been. 
« Devifed, Made, and Obſerved ada this Realm; 
« for the Wealth of the lame: orto ſuch orher, ,:as by 


©the Sufferance of the King and his Propenitors, he * 
,« m_ of this Realm have taken at their free Liber- 


© ty, by their own conſent, co be uſedamongſt them, 
« and-have'bound themſelves by longulſe and aiſtora 
«to obſervance of the ſame;' tiot as to-the obſceevarice 


+. *of the Laws of any Foreign Prince,” Potentate,' or 
- © Prelate,- but as to the Cuſtoms and ancient Laws of 


&. this Redlin; 67 originally 'eſtabiſhed,-'as' Laws of 'the 
<« ſame, by the ſaid ed allrare,C Conſent, Cuſtom; and. 
* none otherwiſe. All. 


X3T 


+All that 1'havenoyr: to) de,;yisto ſhew what-4u-- 
Hhngtahe Bihgs ta had; oyer the Oey by Te rw 
Ecdleſraſtical 
they - were lyable- to for. ſome onnivles Offe ENCES: . 
1 be By: hs Fecleſiaftical; Lag the-Piſhog: is Fpdg..of — _ 
che Fines of any Litrk pecſentod, 40 a;Benefice.;-, This 
is cogfelſed by the. ordeCpke ith chaſe Words.” A1d the > tft. 633 
Examination of. the, Ability, and Sufrojency of: the . Perſon. 
preſented,) belongs to the; Biſhop, whi457he Eccefet 
al Judg, 'and,\19-the Exaniination. be Js « Tudgs:\apd not 
4. Miniſter, - and, may and; ought. to" refuſe. the; Perſon. 
Lond, if he be-not Perſons idonea., | Byr this is; plain. 
x0 have. been the. Ancieat, HclefrafticalyToaw::pk.this 
Realm. by. che: 4tienb Clerk in,Edqv. 25s. Decdde- 
neitate” Perfone: preſentate;. ad Beneficinan: Becleſraſticum - 
pertinet Examinatio. ad. Judicem Ecdleſiaſticum,, &. Wa. + 
haftenus vjatatum & fidtiine futurum, 1, in\. - 
By.:they Provincial. Conſtitutions at xford-in a the; ine Pr: Fe oY _ 
of, Hen, 4x: the Bifhop is-xoquired te robs Clerk fmt? 5s 
who. is preſented, - without Oppolicion,, withia\gwo- 
Months, dum tamen Idonexs. fot | he thinks. him-fit.. 
S9.-much..time:;is. allowed, .propter, | Fxaminatjonen, .. 
{aith Lyndipoed;|, even when, thees is 90 diſpute,abour - 
 Right.of Patronage. .../ The: main: thing -he- isto- be- 
examined; upon is bis: Ability tad; fehove rge. his, Paſtoral: 
Duty, as Coke calls. it ;- 01:45: Lyndievod;laich,: vvhecber - -* 
he be .commendandus Scienti &- Matibus:;|::; As:to: the - 
Former, the Biſhop may.-judg. hiraſelf-; bur as to the 
latter, he muſt take the Teſtraonials of athas ; and 4. 
heartily. wiſh the Clergy, would; be migraicareful:an-.- _ 
giving; them, by Japkingat. it as 4 Magrer of Gonſarn 


encez... 


4 if 


' - deVie. 5 
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| * Mult impe 
& drunt promo.” A 1:4! es Lhe" 
| tendon que Ficient Cauſes to refuſe '« Preſentee. But by the Ca- 
mon dejtcrunt. | "IS 
* Glſſ.m c15 


 * Honeſt. Cleric. , : | : 5 : 
| -C. Clriſtiav, into the Life and Converlation of him that is pre- 


| De 'Fure Pa- b . . 
1 = c.. Paſto and 'void. By the Canon Law, if 'a Biſhop mali- 


' walss Officit. 


| 4/off. in Can. 
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ence, and not merely of CGrility; for otherwiſe ic will 
be impoſſible to avoid the peſtering the Church wich 
ſcandalous and ignorant Wretches. - If the Biſhop re- 
fuſes to. admit within "the time (which by the mo- 
dern Cahons is limited" to twenty eight days after the 
Preſentation delivered) he is: hable ro'a Duplex -Que- 
rela in the Eccleſiaftical Counts, ' and a Quare impedit 
ar Common Law ; and then he muſt certifie the Rea- 
ſons of his Refuſal. In Specot's Caſe it is ſaid, chat 
in 15-Hen. 7. 7,8. All the Judges agreed, that the Bi- 
ſhop is Judg in the Examination, and therefore the Law 
giveth Faith and Credit to his Judgment. But becauſe 
great Inconveniencies might otherwiſe. happen,” the 
general Allegation is: nor ſufficient, but he muſt cer- 
-rifie: ſpecially and direfly ; and the general Rule is,' and 
it was fo reſolved by the Judges, That all ſuch as are 
ſufficient Cauſes of Deprivation-of- an Incumbent, are ſuf- 


non-Law *:more' are allowed. : In the Conſtitutions of 
Ochobon, the Biſhop is required particularly to enquire 


ſented ;' and afrerwards, that if a Biſhop 'admirs/ano- 
ther who is- guilty of the ſame' Fault for which he 
rejeted the former, his Inſticucion is declared null 


cioully -refuſes ro admit a- fir Perſon, he is bound to 
provide another Benefice for him; but our Eccleſia- 
Rical Law, much better putts him upon the Proof 
of the Cauſe of his Refuſal, Bur if the Biſhop doth 
not examinihim, © the Canonifts fay it is a Proof ſuf- 
ficient thac he did ic malitios?, It a Biſhop once  re- 

MF | jeds | 
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jets 2 Marr for Inſufficiency, he. cannot afterwards 
accept. or admit of him; as was adjud ed' in the Bi-. 
' | ſhop of Herefords Caſe. If a Man. brings a Pre- ar 26. 13x | 
|| ſentation to a Benefice, the Biſhop is not” barely ro? 7 
examin him. as to Life and Abilities, hur he muſt be 
ſatisfied that he is in Orders. How can he be faris: 
fed,. unleſs the other produce them? How can he pro- 
duce them, when it may be they are loſtz What is 
ta. be done in-this Caſe 2 The Canon is expreſs, That Can 39% 
no Biſhop ſhall Inſtitute any to a'Benefice, _ who hath been 
Ordained -by any other Biſhop ( for it he- Ordained hinr 
himſelf, he cannot after reject him, becauſe the Law 
ſuppoſes him to have examined and approved him) 
except he firſt ſhew unto bim bis Letters of Orders, and 
bring bim a ſufficient Teſtimony of his former good Life- 
and Behaviour, if the Biſhop ſhall require it, and laſtly 
ſhall appear upon due Examination to be worthy of. the - 
Mwmiſtry. But yet in Palmes and the Biſhop of Peter- 
borough's Caſe, it was adjudged that no Lapſe did 
_ accrue by the Clerk's not ſhewing his Orders, for the 
Biſhop upon his not coming to on again, Collated- 
after fix Months, © But .the Court agreed, that the3 © 34:- 
Clerk ought tro make Proof of his Orders ;' but they- 
differed about the manner of their Proof. Axderſon 
faid, the Biſhop might give him his Oach. Bur if a - 
Proof were neceſſary, and the Clerk did'nor come 
ro., make Proof, it ſeems. ro. me to. be a. very hard. 
Judgment.” _ OT Bo 
II, The Biſhop by the Ecclefiaſtical Law, is to- . 
viit his Dioceſs, and to take*an' account of the Cler- get 
gy how they behaye themſelyes in the Ducies of their Baz: ad &- - 
| A 3 Wy ; Blaces 2 P: 53 1o-- 
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2 Pob 124. 
| *ſhould not be burdenſom. to, the: Clergy in the Number of 

the Attendants in their Viſnations ; oh then were Paro- 
-chial, and the Number allowed of 20 or 30 Horſe, was 
too beavy for the Clergy to bear. And therefore by de- 
rees; it was . thought fit to turn that Charge into a 

| > ivaA © Which was the- Original of, Procurations. 
By the Fourth Council of Toleds, the Biſhop was to 
1.7.1 Viſit his whole Dioceſs, Parachially, every. Year. 
— 45474 The Glols ſaith, if there. were occaſion for it ; and that 
| 691 the Bip my wiſe 6 fin as bs [Caſes but if b 
; be bindred, the Canon ſaith, | he may ſerd others (which 
is the original.of the 4rch-Deacons Viſitation) to ſee not 
; only the Condition of the Churches, but the Lives of the Mz- 
| euvuy,. m/e. The Council of Brat ip the lancer end ofthe 
| c2.2.c. 1. * Sith Century, makes: this the fixſt Canon, Thar all 
| 20.71. Pl» Biſhops ſhould. Viſit their Diocelſes by Parifhes, and 
there ſhould firſt examiq the Clergy, and then the 
People;. and, in another Canon he was required to 
receive only. his Cathedraticum,, i.e. a certain Sum in 
lieu of Entertainment ; which came to be ſctled by 
| 16,0541 co1 Preſcription. ' The Council . of Cavailm _ in; France, 
| 2.c.14., . A.D, 83. fixed no Jum, but delired the, Biſhops 
| ro be. no Burdens to, the Clergy 1n their Parochial V. 
ſitations. Lyndwood ſaith the Ancient Proturation here 
was 


C41) 
was 4 Day and Nithts Entertainment; which after came to De Covfibus 
be a cuſtomary Payment : But howevet'1t was paid,it 18 2c Offeio 
an evident Proof of the Rightof Do gs Viſitations gumnion Þ. 
by the ancient Eccleſiaſtical Law; and by 'fach a Cuſtom Tremor. | 
as is allowable by the Rules of 6ur Common Law. © 
If. There are ſome Faults, whieh make the Clergy 
lyable- to Deprivation by Virtue; of the Eccleſiaſtical _ 

Law, which was here received. TI ſhall name only 

ſome of them and conclude ; theſe being ſufficient for 

my preſenc' purpoſe. | 
[. Exceſſrve 'Drinkmg. Al drinking (ad Potns equa- 

les) was abſolutely forbidden to Clergymen, on pain Cnil-4rghe 
of Suſpenſion after Admonition ; not only by a Synodj- 2-0. Y 
cal, but by- a Provincial Conſtitution under Edmund 
Arch-Biſhop, of Canterbury. - The Canon Law faith 
in that Caſe, ab Oficio vel Beneficro ſuſpendatur ; But our Ex: 4c Pire 
Conſtitution is more ſevere, 4 Beneficio & Officio. THE Claic. c. 14, 
Council of Oxford not only ftrictly forbids all Cler- 

ymen whatever tends to Glattony 'and Drunkenneſs ; 7g © 
t it requires the Biſhops to proceed ſtrictly againſt 

thoſe who are guilty, according to the Form of the 
General Council, 1. e. the Lateran 4. viz, by Admonition 
fiſt, and then Saſpenfion. Lyndwood complains, thar 
this was not ſo much looked after as it ſhould be,” becauſe 
it brought no Profit ; 1 hope that Reaſon will not hold 
among thoſe” who pretend to Reformation 3 which 
will be very defective if it extend not co opr Lives 

as well as our Doctrines : ' For there can be no greater 
Reproach, than to {ce thoſe looſe and diflolune in their 
Converſations, who, think it their Honour to be Mi- 

niſters' of a Refoctried Church. It 'was' a” tingin 

Reflection upor'our' Church by the Arch-Biſhop 7 


. 
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Spalato, ( who was no very ſtrict Man himſelf) that h* 


k ſaw nothing;; Reformed. among. us but 0ur- Doftrines. 1 
Þ+1 ad Fol. nope : theee was pore of ,Sdtyr 'than of Truth in it;-for 


I ion, but there were many then (as there | 
are Ts) of Exemplary Lives/and unblameable Con- 


 yerſations;-bur if there be any others, it-will be che 


more ſhame not. to, proceed againſt chem; ſince even 
before the Reformation, the yeni were ſo ſtrict 
and ſevere in this matter. In the Council at Weſtmin- 


ſter in Henr. Il. time, under Richard Arch-Biſhop: of 


Canterbury, all Clergymen axe forbiggen gang into [Taverns 
to eat, or drink, unleſs upon Travelling ; ; andthe, .San- 
Rion of this Canon i Is, . aut ceſſet, aut deponatur. The 
ſame was forbidden in the Council-at York, in the time 
of Richard L.. in; the, "Council 'at Loydon under Hubert, 
in the-rime of King John. And fince. the Reforma- 
tion, the ſame CA is renewed, That no Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Perſons ſhall, at any time other pie for their honeſt 
Neceſſities, reſort to any Taverns or Alebouſes. And there 
have been Inſtances. of the Severity of our Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Cenſures againſt Drunkenneſs in Clergy-men. . 

In 8 Fac. Parker was deprived of his Benefice for 
Drunkenneſs, and. moved jd or 'A.. Prohibicion, but: it 
was denyed him. | 

In 9 Jac. another was deprived for the ſame Fault 
and the Judges ar Common Law allowed. the Sen- 
rence to. be god. ,. 

No daube. there are ocher. Iaſtances; bur we had 
not known of theſe, if they had not been prelexved 


in Books of Reports. 


IL Ixcontinency. Zn faith _ choſe ho: Are 
oven. to be guilty of it; art ipſoJure, Privati.; ks 


F:  Th99 ) 
' he thinks: 4' Declaratory -Sencence” of 'the Eccleſiaſtical 

Judges neceſſary. "for the Execution of ic. © Since the: 

Reformation, we have- Inſtances''of*:Deprivation: for.s. C14 
Adultery 'inour Tiaw- Books; ' Ons 12 Ek, another Owen #7... 
16 Eliz, 'a third 25 Blix. 'Theſe/are enough:toſhew: "4 79s 
that the Eccleſiaſtical Law is — the. Judges of 
Common Law; 'to: continue-imTuthcient force;;4or 
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Deprivation in this\ Caſe, \ -| "4 
HE." Simony. | Which 'is the\ Name "given by the, 

Ecclefiaſtical 'Law, 'to all Contracts for" Gain in the: 

diſpoſing 'or obraining'any Eccleſiafticah:Promotion or: 

Miniftry.- -It'is trile;' (theſe do .not'come 'up'to/\'the! —— 

very Sin of Simon Magus, Which related to the-im- fronfunns, 4h 

meditte Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; but becauſe: the mm Ds + 

whole Miniſterial Office in alli the Parts-of it (elpe- 751 75/496 

cially ' the Cure" of Souls) is of» a Spiritual Natures 

and all Bargains are*fo6 »repugnant"to the Deſign of it, 

therefore the Ecclehiaſtical Law hath fixed that -dete-' 

ſtable Name'upon it: For; : all: contraftus' non gratuits 

in theſe thirigs 1avour" of) thre lucrum, and\cendi/to + 

bring in! twpe*'Comertion into the Church ;' which: 

would really overturn-the "whole Deſign of-that Mi- 

niſtry, which was deſigned forthe Salvation of Souls. 

And therefort--it'was 'neceſſary;\ char. when Perſons 

had received (byhe Favor of Tertporal>Prindes and 

other Benefactors, who: were” Founders/of Churches) 

ſuch Endowments as might encourage them in their 

Function, * thax ſevete Laws ſhould be:made againſt 

any ſock” fardid and": raiſthievousr"Conrradts.!:. And 

fich there wererhere in Hglardlong :before: the..ex- 
ctlletit Seat, of 34 !Eliz;<.'6,7 although ir ſeems the 

force of them"was ſo much worn out, as to:make 


= -9 
| chat Statitte neceſſary. for avoiding of Simmy-;| which 
| is there explained to be Corruption in beſtowing or getting 
" Poſſeſſion of. Promotions Feelefraſtical, + 1 | 
| concit. angle. Ima Connci) -at London under Lonjrone in- the Con- 
_ 409 queror's time, Simony was forbidden, under the Name 
4 of Buying and Selling of Orders. Andit could be no- 
thing. elſe before the: Churches, Revenue was ſetled ; 
©2 35: Bur in the time of Henr. I. Eccleſiaſtical Benefices -were 
; forbidden to be bought br ſold, and it was Deprivation then 
to any Clergy:Man to be convifted 'of it; and a Lay-Man 
was ito be out-law'd and excommunicated, and deprived of 
his Right of Patronage. ., And this-was done by a Pre- 
vincidl Synod 'of that time. 1107 oe 7 is | 
., In che Reign of Henr, Il, ic was decreed, -that if 
any _ received any Mony for- a Preſentation, he was 
to. be. for ever deprived of; the Patronage of that Church ; 
; and this was not merely: a Provincial Conſtitution, ' bur 
> ewo Kings were preſent (Hen. 2, and his. Son); and 
' added: their: Authority. to. it. This was not depriving 
© Parſons Coun- 4 Mor of - bis Freehold by a; Canon,; 25 a learned. Gentle» 
| felo,$%.5- mancalls it; for here was the greateſt Authority, Tem- 
4 ' poral as well as Reclchiaftical added to it, | 
| Bur we are told; theſe Canons were of as little effe8, 
 & that of Othobon, which made all; Simoniacal. Contratts 
L void ; bur ſome. {the moſt judicious! Lawyers have 
| He. 167 held, that Simoby being contraius ex turpi cause,,' is 
k void between Parties. w 
All that I aim at:is-c0 fhew, that by our old Eccle- 
fiaſtical Law, Smonisees incurred.;2/, Deprivation and 
j Diſability-before the Stat.\ 444 Flay and: therein | baye = 
4 -—* + of a. yery, Learned Jydge concyring” 


b *” 
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IV. Dilapidations.- By which: the. Eccleftaſtical. Law” 
gs || underſtands any conſiderable Impairing the Edifices, 79. d+ 4rbox; 
Woods and Revenues belonging to Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, ;3,;.77; 

- | ty Virtue of their Places. © For'it is the greateſt Inte. 35+ '- 
E | reſt and Concernment of the 'Church-to-have things 
- | preſerved for the Good of Succefflors ; and ir isa parr' 
of common Juſtice and Honeſty ſo to do. And the . 
Lord Gke politively affirms, , tkat Dilapidation is a good «: 6; 14. 
Cauſe of Deprivation, And it was ſo Refolved by the 317-224 
Judges in the King's Bench, 12. Fac. Not by Virtue of Gedbo# 279. | 
any new Law or Statute, but by the old Eccle- _ 5 age? 
Gaſtical Law, For - which Coke refers co the Year- {7,43 -* 
Books, which .yet: only ſhew what the Ecelefiaftical  E 4 34 
Law then' was, but that it was allowed by the Com- Co1/5c.0:bob.. 
mon Law of England; and we are told, that is never” *” * 
given to: change ; but it may be forced to it by a New 
Law, which cannot be pretended in this Cafe. And. 
by the old Confticutions here received, the Biſhops are- 
required to put the Clergy m mind of keeping their Houſes 
in ſufficient Reparations, and if they do it not within two- 
months, ' the Biſhop is ta take care, it be done out of the. 
Profus of the Benefice. By the Injun&tions of. Ed. VE. 
and Queen Elizabeth, all Perſons having Eccleſiaſtical. 
Beneficgs are required to fer aparr- the. Fifth of their: 
Revenue 'te-Repair-their Houſes; and afterwards ta. 
maintain them jn-good condition. '. | . if | 

V. Pluralities, By the Ecclefiaſtical Law., which erovinc. Gon. 
was here xeceived, the a&tual receiving [nftizurion:inco***/- 55: 
he ſought.to keep bath above Month, the fecond was. 
void too, .Lyndpwd. obferves, that the Eccleſiaſtical. 
Law. bad varied - ia this matter, And it. praceeded 
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(46) 7 TOY 
by chele ſteps, (which are more than-Lyndw. mentions. ) 

I. It was abſolutely forbidden to have ewo Pariſhes, 
if there were more than ten Inhabitants in them, be- 
cauſe no Man could do'his Duty 'in both Places, And if 
any Biſhop negle&ed the Execution of-it, he was to 
be excommunicated for two Months, and to be reſfto- 
red only upon Promiſe to ſce this Canon executed. 

Y, The Rule was allowed to hold,' as to'Ciries, 
but an Exception was' made as to ſmall and remote 
Places, where there was a'greater Scatcity of Perſons 
to ſupply them. | at ef 

Ill. It a Man had two Benefices, it was left to his 
Choice, which he would have: buthe conld hothofd 
both. This kind of Option was allowed by the 
Eccleſiaſtical Law then in force. 7 

IV.- Thar if he takes a ſecond Benefice; that Tnfti- 
tution is void, by the third Council of Lateran, under 
Alexander Il. 

V. That by taking a ſecond the firſt is void ; which 
is. the famous Canon. of the fourth Lateran Council. 

VI. Thar .if he. were not contented with the laſt, 
but endeavour to keep both, he ſhould be deprived of 
both. And this was the Eccleſtaſtical Law as it was 
declared in our Provincial Conſtitutions, *: But rhe gene- 
ral Practice was to avoid.the former, according to the 
Lateran Council. Theſe were very ſevere Canons, ' bur 
that one Clauſe of the Pope's &/penfing Power made them 
to (ignihe lictle, unleſs it were: to- advance his- Power 
and Revenue. , For when the 'Diſpen/iny Power tatne 
co be owned, theLaw had-very hiccle force p7eſpetHally- 
as to the Conſciences: of : Men. -- For if it were 4'/Law 
of God, how could any man diſpenſe with it?- unle(s: 
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it were as apparent that he had given a Power in fome 
, Caſes to Diſpenſe, as that he-had made the Law. 
Thoſe Caſuiſts are very hard put to.it, who make Re- 
ſidence Jure Divino, and yet hy the Pope may diſpenſe 
with ir; which at laſt comes only to this, that the 


 Popecan authoritatively declare the ſufficiency of the 


Caule : fo that the whole matrer_ depends upon - the 
Cauſe; whether there can be any ſufficient to excule 
from Perſonal Relidence. | | 

Ic is agreed on all hands, that the habitual Negle& 
of a Charge we have taken upon our ſelves, is an evil 
thing, and that it is ſo to heap np Preferments merely 
for Riches, or Luxury, or: Ambition; but the main 
Queſtion in point of Conſcience 'is, what is a ſufficient 
Caule to juſtifie any Man's breaking fo. reaſonable and 
juſt a Rule as that of Reſidence is. 

It cannot be denied, that the eldeſt- Canons of the 
Church were ſo ſtrict and ſevere, that they made it un- 
lawful for any man to go from that Church in which 
he firſt received Orders ;. as well as to take another Be- 
nefice init: and ſo for any Biſhop tobe tranſlated from 
chat Place he was firſt Conſecrated to; as well as to 
hold: another with it. But the Good of the Church 
being the main Foundation of all the Rules of ir; 
when that might be better promoted by a Tranſlation, 
it was by a tacit Conſent looked on, as no unj 
violation of its Rules. - The Queſtion then is, whe- 
ther the Churches Benefit may not in ſome Caſes make 
the Canons againſt Non-Reſidence as. Diſpenlable, - as, 
thoſe againſt Tranſlations ? And the.. Reſolution of it. 
doth/nor| depend/upon the voiding'the particular Obli- | 
gation of. the Incumbent to his Cure-;. bitupon-ſome: 

uit; 9” more. 
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more general Reaſon with reſpe& to the State of the 
Church. As being imployed in the Service of it, which 
requires a Perſons having, (not a bare Competency for 
Subſiſtence, but) a ſufficiency to provide- Neceſlaries 
for ſuch Service. For thoſe ſeem to have very lictle Re- 
gard to the flouriſhing Condition of a Church, who 
would confine the Sufficiency of a Subſiſtence, merely 
to the Neceſſaries of Life. But it ſeems to be Rea- 
ſonable, that Clergy-Men ſhould have Incouragemenc 
ſufficient, not only to keep them above: Contempt, 
bur in ſome reſpect agreeable to che more ample Pro- 
viſtion of other Orders of Men- And by God's own 
Appointment the Tribe of Levi did not fall ſhort of 
any of the reſt, if ir did not very much exceed the 
Proportion of others. We do not pretend to the Pri- 
vileges they had, only we obſerve from thence, that 
God himſelf did appoint a plentiful Subliſtence for 
thoſe who m—_—_ upon his Service. And I do not 
know, what there is Levitical, or Ceremonial, in thar. 
1 am ure, che Duries of the Clergy now require a great- 
e» Freedom of Mind from the anxious Caſes of the 
World, than the Imployments of the Priefts and Levites 
under the Law. But we need not go fo far back; if 
the Church injoyed all her Revenues as entirely, as 
when the ſevere Canons againſt Pluralities were made, 
there would not be ſuch a Plea for them, as there is 
zoo much Cauſe for in ſome Places, from the want of a 
competent Subſiſtence. But ſince that time, the Abun- 
dance of Appropriations (fince turned into Lay-Fees) hath 
extremely leflened the Churches Revenues, and have 
lefrns a great number of poor Vicarages, and Arbitra- 
Ty Cures, which would hardly have afforded a Mainte- 
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nance for the Nethinims under the Law, who were"on- 
ly robe Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water. But . 
this doth nor yer clear the Difficulty: for the Queſtion 
is whether rhe.Subſiſtence of "the Clergy can lawfully 
be improved by a Plarality of Livings? Truly, I think 
this -{ if it: be allowed in ſome Caſes lawful): to be the 
leaſt deſireable way of any; but in ſome Circumſtances 
it is much more excuſlable than in athers. - As when 
the Benefices are mean, - when they lie near each other, 
when great Care is raken' to put in ſufficienc Curates 
with good Allowance; when Perſons take all Oppor- 
tunities to do their Duties themſelves, and do nor live 
at a diſtance from their Benefices in an idle and care- 
leſs manner. Bur for Men to put in Curates merely to 
fatisfie the Law, and to mind nothing of the Duries 
of their Places, is a horrible Scandal to Religion and 
our Church, and that, which if not amended, may 
juſtly bring down the"Wrath of 'God' upon us. For 
the looſeſt of all the Popiſh-Cafuiſts, look upon this 
as 4 very great Sin, even thoſe who attributed to the 


Popethe higheſt Diſpenſing Power in this Caſe. 


Burt when the greate Liberty-'of Diſpenſmg had 
made the Eccleſiaſtical Laws in great meaſure uſeleſs, 
then ic was thought fir by our Law-makers to Reſtrain 
and Limit it by a Statute made 21. H. 8. wherein 
ic is Enacted, - < That if any Perſon or Perſons having 


- © one Benefice with Cure of Souls, being of the yearly 


* value of eight pounds, or above, accept or take any 
© other with Cure-of Soul, and be inſtituted, and in- 
* ducted in poſſeſſion of- the ſame, that then, and im- - 
* mediately after ſuch Poſſeſſion had-thereof, the firſt 
* Benefice ſhall be adjuglged to be void-\+And all Li- 
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© cenſes and'Diſpenſations to the contrary, are declared 
© to be void and of none effec; | 

This, one would have thought had been an effe- 
ual Remedy-againſt all ſuch Pluralities and Diſpenſa- 
tions'to obtain them ; and this; no doubt, was the 
Primary Deſign of the Law; but then follow ſo ma- 
ny Proviſo's of Qualified Men to get Diſpenlatioas, as 
take off a great deal of the Force and Effect of this 
Law. Bur then it ought well to be conſidered, whether 
ſuch a Licenſe being againſt the chiet Deſign of a 


Law, can fatishe -any Man in point of Conſcience, 


where there.is not a juſt.and ſufficient Cauſe ? - For, it - 


the Popes Diſpenſation, with the ſuppoſed Plenitude of 
his Power, could not ſatigfhea Man's Conſcience , with- 


out an antecedent Cauſe, asthe Caſuiſts reſolve, much 
ll leſs can ſuch Pr oviſo's do it. | | & + BÞ-k, 
_ee/.1.2.c34 It is the general Opinion of Divines, and Lawyers, ſaith 


"Dub. 27. 
_ 


I Leſſius, that no Man is ſafe in Conſcience by'the Popes Di- 
ry [penſation for Pluralities, unleſs there be a juſt Cauſe for it. 
Par. c.dudom. No Man Can with a ſafe Conſcience, take a Diſpenſation 
[2d Ele. from the Pope for more Benefices than one, merely for his 
Sylv. Benef. 4. . ; : | 
Sum. Angel. 0 Advantage, laith Panormitan.; and from him Sylve- 
[8-35 - fter and Summ. Angelica. 

id . . . 

| Toler, Sus 4 Diſpen/ation, laith Card, Tolet, ſecures a Man as 
"©aſim. 5.c.82. to the Law, ; but as to Conſcience there muſt be a good Cauſe 
4 for it. And that is, when the Church hath more benefi by it, 


than it would have without it. . 


Bur the Pope's Diſpenſatg Power went much farther 


in Point of Conſcience in their Opinion, than that whictr 
is ſerled among us by A&t- of Parliament. For it is:ex- 
prefled in the Stat. 2 + Hen. 8, that the Diſpenſation-is 
intended to keep Men from inqurrins the Danger, Pe- 


% 


nalty, and Forfeiture m this Statute compriſed. So tha 
the moſt qualified Perſon can only ſay, that the Law 
doth not deprive him ; bur he can never plead that it | 
can ſatisfie him in Point of Conſcience, unleſs there be 
ſome Caule for it, which is of more momem to the 
Church, than a Man's ſole and conſtant Attendance on 
a particular Cure is. Burt this Stat. is more favourable 
ro the Clergy, than the Canon Law was before, in two 
Particulars. | 

1; In declaring that no ſample Benefices, or mere Dig- 
nities, as the Canoniſts call them, are comprebended under 
the Name of Benefices, having Cure of Souls, viz. No 
Deanery, Arch-deaconry, Chancellorſhip , Treaſurerſhip, 
Chanterſhip, or Prebend in any Cathedral or Collegiate Church, 
nor Parſonage that hath a Yicar endowed, nor any Benefire 
perpetually appropriate; Burt all theſe before were within 
the reach of the Canon Law, and a Diſpenſation was 
neceſlary for them : Which ſhews, that this Law had a 
particular reſpect to the neceflary Attendance on Paro- 
chial Cures, and looked on other Dignities and Prefer- 
ments in the Church, as a ſufficient Encouragement to 
-xtraordinary Merit. | | 

2. Thatnonotice is taken of Livings under the value 
of 81. which I ſuppoſe is that of 20 E.1. _ of H.8, 
was not till five Years after. Burafter that Valuation, 
It was-to be judged according to it, and not according 


to the real Value, as the Judges declared 12 Car. I. incr. Cof456. 


the Caſe of Drake and Hill Now here was a regard 
had to the Poornels of Benefices, ſo far, that the 
Starure doth not deprive the Incumbent upon taking a 
{econd Living, it 1t be under 8 1. The Queſtion that 
ariſes from hence is, Whether 'ſuch.Perſons are allowed 
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to enjoy ſuch Pluralities by Law; or only left to the 


| C.. 4. 7 3: Hl-" 
"lana's Cafe. 


Eccleltaſtical Law, as it was before? lr is certain, that! 
fuch are not liable to the Penalty of this Law ; but be- 


fore any Perſon might be deprived of the Eccleſiaſtical 


Law tor taking-a ſecond Benefhice without Diſpenſation,) 
of what-value ſoever ; now here comes a Statute which 
enacts, that all who take a ſecond Benefice of 8/. with- 


out Qualification, ſhall loſe his legal Title co the firlt 
- but what if ic be under ? Shall he loſe it or not > Not, 


by this Law. Burſuppoſethe Eccleſiaſtical Law before 
makes him liahle to Deprivation ; doth che Statute alter 
the Law without any Words to that purpoſe ? The Bi- 
ſhop had a Power before to deprive, where is it taken 
away ? The Patron had a Right to preſent upon fuch 


\ Deprivation ;. how comes he to loſe it? And/['take it 


for granted, that no antecedent Rights are taken away 
by. Implications ;| but there mult be expreſs Clauſes:to) 
that purpoſe. So that I conclude the ancient Ecclefiaſti#! 
cal Law to be ſtill in force, where it is not taken away} 
by Statute. EI IOW f 

And thus my Brethren, I have laid-before you the? 


hg 


Authority and the Rules we are to aCt by; 'I-haveendea;; 


- Youred torecommend to you, the molt uſctul Parts of 


your Duty; -and I hope you will not give me occaſion 
to ſhew: i. Power we have by the Eccleltaſtical Law! 
of this Realm to proceed againſt Offenders.: Nothing 
will. be | more _uneafie- tro me, than to. be forced: to; 
make uſe of any Severity againſt you. And my Heaats 
defire is, that we'may all fincerely and faithfully dil- 
charge the Dutics of our ſeveral Places, that the Bleſ- 
ling of God'may be upon usall ; ſo that we may ſave 
ar [elves and:thoſe committed to our Charge,  _ 3 


